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OVER BLACK:
~XPLORE~
-BIRMINGHAM AL, 1998

FADE IN:

EXT. DESOTO STATE PARK TRAIL - DAY
-2003

A group of kids hike a trail through the park. Amongst the
group is ANTHONY WRIGHT (12), African American. He is a
scrawny kid wearing glasses. He has a backpack slung over his
shoulder.

The group comes to a fork in the path. The PARK RANGER who is
leading the hike directs the group.

PARK RANGER
Keep left.

The main group follows the park ranger. However, Anthony,
mischievously takes a right.

TEHLANI WINTER (12), African American, dark skinned, is the
only one who notices Anthony's deviation. She sneakily
follows. The path leads up a hillside, that progresses up an
embankment.

Tehlani finds Anthony further up the hillside sitting in a
large maple tree. He's looking out into the distance where
the park opens up.

TEHLANI
(sotto)
Wow.

Tehlani then sneaks up toward the base of the tree. She waits
until she's right next to the tree trunk behind Anthony.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
(to Anthony)
ANTHONY!!

Startled, Anthony loses his balance and falls out of the
tree. He lands hard on his back. Tehlani approaches.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)

(giggling)
Oops, I didn't mean to scare you.



Anthony pulls something out of his back pocket. It's a

cracked gameboy.

He frowns

Beat.

Anthony grabs her hand and leads her up the path.

ANTHONY
My gameboy.

at Tehlani.

TEHLANI
Stop being a baby, it's only a toy.
What are you doing up here anyway?
Why aren't you following the tour?

ANTHONY
I've been on it before. I've been
here a hundred times.

TEHLANI
Really? This is my first time.

ANTHONY
And you're following me.

TEHLANI
I'm not following you!

ANTHONY
(thinking)
You want to see something cool?

EXT. WATERFALL - CONTINUOUS

The two reach the top of the embankment. Looking out, they
see a massive waterfall.

Anthony cups his hands around his mouth, and bellows.

There is an echo as multiple "Hello's" ring out. The two

TEHLANT
WOwW!

ANTHONY

(laughing)
Cool huh? Watch.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)

giggle. Tehlani takes her turn.



TEHLANT
WOOOOOHOO000! !'!

We see Tehlani and Anthony look at each other with wide
smiles on their faces. Anthony looks away, and as he does,
Tehlani kisses him on the cheek.

ANTHONY
EWw!

Anthony quickly wipes his cheek.

TEHLANI
(a little hurt)
Don't ew!

She looks away from him, both stare out at the waterfall
before Anthony extends his arm and takes hold of Tehlani's
hand. We push in on the waterfall, as the kids stand there
holding hands.

EXT. WATERFALL DESOTO STATE PARK - DAY

-2009
Anthony, now at the age of 18, wears a crinkled suit.

He's staring into the eyes of Tehlani, also now 18, who is
staring back with nothing short of devotion in her eyes.
She's wearing a wedding dress that's TJ MAXX approved.

PASTOR SAMUELS (50s), a black woman of the cloth, stands
before the two, with the waterfall serving as the background.
The soon-to-be couple whispers to one another.

ANTHONY
This is still freaking me out a
1il'.

TEHLANT
Same. I can't believe we're really
doing this.

ANTHONY

Right? Like, we're getting married
by a woman?

PASTOR SAMUELS
You know I can hear you?



ANTHONY
Ma'am please...this is a private
discussion.

Anthony smiles at Tehlani.

PASTOR SAMUELS
May I continue?

They both nod.

PASTOR SAMUELS (CONT'D)
Do you, Anthony Wright-

KHALID (19), Anthony's doesn't-he-ever-shut-the-hell-up older
cousin, is bawling his eyes out and blowing his nose loudly
and obnoxiously.

KHATLID
My bad, my bad, Pastor-ess, keep
going, keep going.

PASTER SAMUELS
(annoyed)
Take Tehlani Winter as your wife?
Will you love her, comfort her,
honor her, and keep her, in sick...

Anthony, no longer able to contain himself.

ANTHONY
...Yes! On my 1989 vintage gameboy,
that you cracked, I do.

PASTOR SAMUELS
And do you, Tehlani Winter, take
Anthony Wright as your...

TEHLANI
...Yes! Yes! Yes!—And also, I do.

PASTOR SAMUELS
(annoyed)
Okay, moving on. The bride and groom
have chosen to say their own vows.
So, I would just like to take this
moment and say—

There's a CRINKLING sound as Anthony pulls out a sheet of
paper from his back pocket.

PASTOR SAMUELS (CONT'D)
I see y'all just not goin' let me
talk.



Tehlani playfully throws a few punches in Anthony's
direction.

ANTHONY

(clearing throat)
Tehlani. I knew you were my forever
the day you scared me out of a tree
and caused me to break my gameboy.
It's embarrassing to say, but you
were the first person to get me to
stop playing Pokémon Red. Plus, I
ain't never seen a girl throw a
right hook quite like you.

He aggressively flinches.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Tehlani Winter—You're my knight in
shining armor, the foundation to my
dreams, the rock to my Gibraltar.
Never in my life could I have
fathomed that we'd be standing right
here.

INT. ANTHONY'S TOWNHOUSE LIVING ROOM - DAY

-10 YEARS LATER

The first thing we see is Tehlani, and the first thing she

says is—

The second thing we see is Anthony rolling his eyes.

TEHLANT
MISTAKE! This was a MISSS-TAKE!

ANTHONY
(pointing to a poster)
All because I want to keep the Urkel
poster?

TEHLANT
I'm the one who got that
autographed!

ANTHONY
Yeah, for my birthday!

TEHLANT
Okay, then give me the lawn mower
and I'll drop this.

ANTHONY
Why? You ain't finna cut grass.



TEHLANI
This is what I'm talking about! You
can't compromise.

VANESSA (30s), Polynesian, entrepreneur, the kind of woman
who makes bank and never sweats a man, stands next to Khalid.
The two of them watch as Tehlani and Anthony battle it out.

VANESSA
(to Khalid)
Here we go.

Khalid shakes his head.

ANTHONY
Just give me another offer.

TEHLANI
Fine. Your wedding ring.

ANTHONY
Excuse me?

TEHLANI
You can keep everything in this
room, if, you give me your wedding
ring.

KHALID
(to Vanessa)
Aww, she done started some shit now.

ANTHONY
(to Tehlani)
HELL NAH. You can have this ring
when you pry it off my cold dead
hand.

TEHLANI
Don't you test me Anthony Wright,
I've practiced my alibi.

Vanessa WHISTLES.

VANESSA
Okay! We've hit death threat level
4,

The room is filled with small trinkets and various assets
from their lives.

VANESSA (CONT'D)
Can y'all just sign the papers and
make this simple for everybody?
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Vanessa references the divorce papers that are sitting on the
counter between Tehlani and Anthony.

Anthony and Tehlani give each other a quick look, then,
Tehlani makes a grab for the Urkel poster. Anthony is too
quick for her. He grabs hold and clings onto it for dear
life.

TEHLANT
I'M NOT SIGNING ANYTHING TILL I GET
JALEEL!

ANTHONY
HIS NAME IS STEVE!

TEHLANT
GIVE HIM TO ME!

ANTHONY TEHLANI (CONT'D)
Khalid help me! VANESSA!

Khalid and Vanessa stand their ground looking on as Anthony
and Tehlani break apart. Anthony falls to the ground with the
poster. Tehlani looks at him, flustered.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
Fine. Fine!

Tehlani grabs the divorce papers off of the counter, strides
to—and out of—the door. Vanessa follows. Khalid and Anthony
watch them leave. Khalid looks at Anthony on the ground. He
shakes his head.

ANTHONY
(to Khalid)
I still got Steve.

EXT. DRIVEWAY - CONTINUOUS

Tehlani storms toward her car, which is parked in the
driveway.

TEHLANT
I want that poster. Or his ring.

VANESSA
Why do you keep going through the
same song and dance with him?

TEHLANI
To teach him a lesson.

The two get into the car.

* % % % *

*



VANESSA
And...what's the lesson?

TEHLANI
Mind your business.

VANESSA
(earnestly)
Well, that's a great lesson. You
know, so many bad situations can be
avoided by just minding your own
business...

TEHLANI
...That's what I'm telling you,
Nessa.

Tehlani pulls out of the driveway.

INT. ANTHONY'S TOWN HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

KHALID
Just give her the ring?

ANTHONY
No! If I give her the ring then it's
over.

KHALID
Man, look at y'all! Ike and Tina had
a better relationship!

ANTHONY
We're working through it.

KHALID
Bullshit.
(mocking voice)
'"He's a workaholic, I have dreams of
my own, I want my own life.' That
doesn't sound like working through
it.

ANTHONY
Look, I know my wife. She's
frustrated. But, we can get through
this.

Khalid rolls his eyes in exasperation.

* % % o o % * *

*



INT. ANTHONY'S APARTMENT - THAT NIGHT

Anthony sits in front of his TV eating popcorn in his boxers.

He presses play on his computer, which is connected to the
TV. A video pops up of Anthony carrying Tehlani who is full
wedding attire. They get into a 2002 Hyundai Elantra GT. It
has "Just Married" painted on all of the windows. Khalid
holds the camera.

KHALID
Yeah! Just married!

Tehlani kisses Anthony before getting into the passenger

seat. Anthony scampers around to the driver seat, starts the

car, and pulls off.

KHALID (CONT'D)
AYE! HOLD UP, YA'LL MY RIDE!!

Anthony clicks out of the video, and selects a new video.
College Tehlani and Anthony pop up on the screen.

COLLEGE TEHLANT
All you gotta do is press a button
in the app and BOOM! Everything
that's happening on campus that day
is right at ya fingertips.

COLLEGE ANTHONY
(stuttering)
Once we're finished, you'll be able
to download it on the app store for
free!

RANDOM STUDENT
And what if we don't like it?

COLLEGE TEHLANI
And what if I came over there and
whooped ya ass.

The crowd LAUGHS. Anthony laughs along with the wvideo.
Tehlani—in the video—smiles. Then.

COLLEGE TEHLANI (CONT'D)
(seriously to student)
But for real.
(then)
Y'all gonna love this.

The Anthony in the video puts his arms around Tehlani. They
are madly in love. Anthony presses stop on his laptop and
sighs. What the hell happened?

* % % X *

*

*

* % % X %

* % % X * % * * % % X

* %
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He opens up a new page. Code downloads onto the screen.
Anthony types in one word on the header, big, black, and
bold: XPLORE.

EXT. INNOVATE - DAY
Innovate is a large building with the feel of a tech office.
Anthony pulls into a parking spot, and descends the stairs to

the bottom floor. He then enters Innovate through the sliding
doors.

INT. INNOVATE - CONTINUOUS

Anthony walks toward the elevator. The elevator doors slowly
close. Anthony sprints to reach them before they close.

ANTHONY
Hold the elevator!

Just before the doors close, Anthony is able to jam is arm
between them. The doors bounce open. Tehlani is standing in
the elevator with her finger on the “close door” sign.

INT. ELEVATOR - CONTINUOUS

SHITTY ELEVATOR MUSIC PLAYS. Both Tehlani and Anthony are
silent during the full elevator ride.

INT. INNOVATE - 9TH FLOOR - CONTINUOUS

The doors to the elevator open and the two step out on the
same floor.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
You gonna kiss me goodbye?

TEHLANT
Nope, I'll be late for the pitch
meeting.

Anthony's face lights up.

ANTHONY
There's a pitch today?

Anthony looks around and spies TRENT COWLEY (50s), INNOVATE'S
CEO, fit for his age, decked out in that smarmy cycling butt-
crack tight gear; he shoots the shit with a couple of
EMPLOYEES.
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Anthony takes off in the direction of Trent. Tehlani is hot
on his heels.

TEHLANI
Anthony, no!

It's too late. Anthony walks straight up to Trent.

ANTHONY
How are you doing this morning, Mr.
Cowley?

Tehlani blends in with the other employees.

TRENT COWLEY
Anthony! How ya doing bud?

He pats Anthony on the upper arm, and starts walking toward
the conference room. Anthony gives chase.

ANTHONY
Good, real good. I was just
wondering when you'd get back to me
about coming in to pitch.

TRENT COWLEY
Anthony, how many times are you
going to ask me that?

ANTHONY
As many times as it takes to get in
there, Trent.

TRENT COWLEY
Mr. Cowley.

ANTHONY
Mr. Cowley, yes, I've got a really
great idea that I've just started
working on, again.

TRENT COWLEY
You just started working on it
again, and you already want to
pitch it?

ANTHONY
I've been working on it for a while
now. It's just in it's beta phase...
but I can have it ready for pitch in
about a week.
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TRENT COWLEY
Anthony, we're just not looking for
any new projects.

ANTHONY
With all due respect, sir, nothing
we're doing here comes close to what
I have.

TRENT COWLEY
Anthony—

ANTHONY
Please Mr. Cowley, just give me a
chance to prove my...

TRENT COWLEY
ENOUGH!

Trent's VOICE BOOMS through the office. Everyone goes quiet
looking over at the two of them, including Tehlani. Trent
realizes he didn't mean to have an outburst like that. He
strikes a more balanced tone.

TRENT COWLEY (CONT'D)
What's our motto here, Anthony?

ANTHONY
Quick-in, Quick-out.

TRENT COWLEY
We don't innovate by innovating,
son.

ANTHONY
Mr. Cowley...I've been here for 5
years and haven't been allowed to
build a single app.

TRENT COWLEY
(squeezing Anthony's
shoulder)
But you've made so many of our apps
better. We're a machine, Anthony,
and you're one of our more important
cogs.

Trent pats Anthony on the shoulder again, and walks into the
conference room. Anthony stands on the outside looking in
before turning around to see everyone staring at him. They
instantaneously go back to work.
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INT. MARKETING CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

The SPOONS-R-US app pops up on the conference room screen.
Trent sits at the head of the table.

TRENT
Alright folks. Silver spoons
Incorporated, is the client. We are
developing their new app in our tech
department as we speak. Our job
today, is to come up with a
marketing strategy to promote the
new application when it is ready for
launch. Any preliminary ideas?

Tehlani and a bunch of SUITS, all white men, sit around the
conference table. The entire room remains quiet. ]

Tehlani raises her hand. Trent points to her. Tehlani gets up
from her seat and starts setting down mini pamphlets in front
of the suits. The pamphlets read—

"SPOONS-R-US: A HOW TO BY TEHLANI WRIGHT"

She hands a pamphlet over to Trent, picks up the remote for
the projector, and starts up her own slideshow.

TEHLANI
MoonPie. Wendy's. Charmin. Netflix.
Taco Bell. 0ld Spice. What do they
all have in common? Their really
weird, absurdest humor. We don't
need some over the top publicity for
this, we just need to get it to the
public eye.

Tehlani clicks the slide button, and we see a catchy picture
of the Logo.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)

That means spoon-related jokes,
spoon-related trivia, spoon-related
polls about the most obscure spoon-
related facts we can find. We run
the commercials and adds on all of
the food networks, and we let the
internet and memes do the rest.

She comes to the end of the slideshow.

TRENT COWLEY
Budget?

* % % o 3k ¥ X X % *

*

* % % X
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TEHLANI
10 million. Tops.

Trent shakes his head. Tehlani smiles.

TRENT COWLEY
(to one of the suits)
David, I'd like you to take the lead
on this.

DAVID fist-pumps to himself. Tehlani's supremely annoyed by
the decision.

TRENT COWLEY (CONT'D)
Alright. Thanks folks.

INT. OUTSIDE THE CONFERENCE ROOM - A FEW SECONDS LATER
Tehlani hurries outside and catches up with Trent.

TEHLANI
Mr. Cowley.

Trent stops walking to speak with Tehlani.

TRENT COWLEY
How many times do I have to tell
you. It's Trent.
(then)
Great job in there.

TEHLANI
Thank you, sir. But, I just want to
know, why am I not the lead on this?

TRENT COWLEY
You know why, Tehlani. You have to
be a senior to take the lead.

TEHLANI
Yes, but I'm the one who did all of
the work.

TRENT COWLEY
We're a team, Tehlani.

Trent starts to walk away, but Tehlani cuts him off at the
pass.

TEHLANT
I know Richard is getting ready to
transfer out for the job at Helix.
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TRENT COWLEY
(suspiciously)
Who told you that?

TEHLANI
As of just now...you did.

Trent realizes the deception.

TRENT COWLEY
Clever. You are definitely one of
the sharpest knives in the cabinet.

TEHLANI
In the—

Tehlani shakes her head.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
This company needs someone competent
to fill that position.

TRENT COWLEY
Let me get this straight. You want
to skip being a senior, and want me
to hire you as Head of Marketing?

TEHLANI
Yes. Trent, lets be honest. I should
have made senior a long time ago. My
marketing plans have brought eyes on
every single app idea in the last
three years. We've had six
successful naturally occurring viral
campaigns, each of which has been
led by my ideas.

TRENT COWLEY
You're right. So, take a few night
classes, get your masters, and
you've got your promotion.

Tehlani deflates.

TRENT COWLEY (CONT'D)
I can't justify giving you these top
jobs, when I've got eight other post
grads in the room.

TEHLANI
Sir—

But Trent exits down the hall. Dejected, Tehlani looks up to
see Anthony in the KITCHEN, pouring a fresh batch of coffee.
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He gives Tehlani a look. Tehlani huffs and stalks away.

INT. ANTHONY'S OFFICE - END OF THE DAY

The clock reads 5pm. A horde of Anthony's colleagues pass by
his office for the exit. Anthony's still hard at work.

VIEW ON COMPUTER SCREEN:

A pop-up pops up. BUY 20 TOKENS AT $.99 TO KEEP READING ABOUT
SPOONS !

Tehlani walks into his office. Anthony keeps at it,
blissfully unaware of her presence. Tehlani frowns.

TEHLANI
You should head home.

Anthony finally takes his eyes off the computer screen.

ANTHONY
Can't. Gotta finish up this Spoons-R-
Us thing.

TEHLANI

It'll all be here tomorrow.

ANTHONY
If I slip Mr. Cowley will never take
me seriously enough to pitch my app
ideas.

TEHLANI
What do you want to pitch him?

ANTHONY
Do you remember that app concept I
pitched to you back in college?

TEHLANT
(thinking)
Xplore?
ANTHONY

You remember. Well I've been
improving it. I think it could be
special, if put in capable hands.

Tehlani frowns. Then.



TEHLANI
Goodnight. Please don't stay here
the whole night.

Tehlani closes his door then walks away. She passes by
Trent's office and stops.

INT. TRENT'S OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER
*KNOCK* *KNOCK*

TRENT COWLEY
Flick it!

Tehlani enters and flicks TRENT'S OPEN DOOR POLICY QUOTA
sign, which he has hanging up on the inside wall of his
office. The number drops from eight to seven.

TRENT COWLEY (CONT'D)
What can I do for you, Mrs. Wright?

TEHLANI
Mr. Cowley.

Tent eyes her.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
Trent. I would like to ask you for a
favor on behalf of Anthony.

TRENT COWLEY
Funny, I vaguely remember him coming
into my office and making a very
similar request...for me to hire
you.

Tehlani playfully scoffs.

TRENT COWLEY (CONT'D)
I have an idea of what this favor
will be.

TEHLANT
Let Anthony pitch.

Trent stares at Tehlani with a non-committal expression.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)

It's been three years and I've been
nothing but a blessing to your
bottom line, sir.
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TRENT COWLEY
And what do you get out of it?

Tehlani breathes in heavily.
TEHLANI
If you like the pitch. I want the
lead on it.
Trent leans back in his chair, thinking.
TRENT COWLEY
Do you know what he's going to
pitch?

TEHLANT
Yes.

TRENT COWLEY
And you think you can move it?

TEHLANI
I know I can.

Trent stares at her.

TRENT COWLEY
I'll think about it.

Tehlani smiles.

TEHLANI
Thank you.

INT. ANTHONY'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
*CLAP* *CLAP¥*
The lights turn on. Anthony heads into the kitchen.

ANTHONY
Any new messages?

Anthony's computer revs up while he opens the fridge. It's
frighteningly barren. He pulls out what little food he has
left.

ANTHONY'S COMPUTER
One new message from...KHALID
WRIGHT.

Anthony sits down at his computer.
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ANTHONY
Oh god. Okay, play.

He starts browsing on his computer as Khalid's voice sounds
off.

KHALID'S VOICE MESSAGE
Check your email bruh, I sent you
something we going to tonight.

An email catches Anthony's eye. The subject of the email says
"Speed dating", the sender is "Khalid". The date is for
tonight. Anthony’s mouse hoovers over delete.

KHALID'S VOICE MESSAGE (CONT'D)
Don’'t you delete that email. You
gotta stop feeling sorry for
yourself. Tehlani's prolly out there
right now getting her cheeks clapped
bruh. I'm talking like...someone's
out there disrespecting that ass.
Just nut...

ANTHONY
...Delete message!

Khalid's voice pops out of existence. Anthony clicks open the
email, looks at it, and makes up his mind.

EXT. THE HOTSPOT - NIGHT

Plastered on the window: SPEED DATING TONIGHT. Anthony stands
shoulder to shoulder next to Khalid. They are in line outside
of a bar/club.

KHALID
YEEEAAAAHHHHH!!!! Cuzzo'’s out doin’
the damn thing! Real talk I can't
believe you actually agreed to this
shit.

ANTHONY
Yeah me either. But you said I gotta
get out, so, I'm getting out.

KHALID
Damn right. I'm bout to get you some
cheeks tonight.

A girl in front turns around with a look of disgust on her
face.

* % *

* % % o ok % X X

* % % X * % *

* % *
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KHALID (CONT'D)
(to woman)
Not your cheeks. But you do look
lovely tonight.

INT. THE HOTSPOT - CONTINUOUS
Everyone is on the floor as the host welcomes them.
HOST
Alright y'all! So, the rules are
simple! You sit. You talk. I shout
switch, and you move to the next
table.

The entire crowd cheers. Anthony and Khalid share a look.

HOST (CONT'D)
Alright, let's get started.

The host mashes the timer.
-DATE 1

Anthony sits across the table from a PROFESSIONAL WRESTLER,
black woman, buff as hell.

PROFESSIONAL WRESTLER
I'm a professional wrestler. I like
to dominate in bed, and love a man
who's submissive.

We see Anthony walk up to the bar, order a shot, and calmly
shoot it.

HOST
SWITCH!

-DATE 2

Anthony sits across from STEPHANIE, sex expert & cam-girl.

STEPHANIE
I'm a cam-girl. That's how I make a
living.

ANTHONY

Like a prostitute?

STEPHANIE
No, I don't have sex with men.

* % % %

*

* % % X *

*

*

* %

* % % %

*
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ANTHONY
Then, what are you doing here?

STEPHANIE
Looking for a guy who'd like to get
pegged for our next show.

ANTHONY
What?

The girl takes out her phone and passes it to Anthony. He
looks at the video, and claps his hand to his mouth as it
falls open in terror.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
OHHH! ! !

CUT TO:

Anthony, at the bar, is pounding multiple shots. Khalid, from
across the room, gives Anthony the thumbs up.

HOST
SWITCH!

-DATE 3

Anthony sits in front of a CINDY (19). A young but attractive
girl.

CINDY
Yeah I just joined this amazing
group about 3 months ago. We meet
twice a week. It’s really fun, we
all wear masks and hooded robes.

HOST
SWITCH!

Anthony approaches Khalid at the bar. Khalid has a drink
waiting for him. He hands him the drink.

KHALID
I'm killin’ it right now. I'm pretty
sure I've met about 6 freaks
already. One of them was talking
about something called pegging. I
don’t know what that is, but I bet
I'l1l like it.

ANTHONY
I don’'t know man. I’'m not sure that
this is my scene.

* %

* % % X

* %

* %

* % % o o % *

* % *
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KHALID
Anthony what is your scene?

Anthony doesn’t answer this.

KHALID (CONT'D)
You’re in a rut man. I understand
your situation but damn. It’s like
you're wasting away right in front
of my face. You got to find your
happy place, bruh.

Stephanie walks by and winks at Khalid.

KHALID (CONT'D)
Happy place.

She walks off toward the bathrooms.

KHALID (CONT'D)
(to Anthony)
I'ma go take a piss.

Anthony picks up his crown and coke—as he turns away from
the bar, *POW*, he crashes right into NIKKI (25), black, the
breath of fresh air in the room; spilling his drink all over
her.

NIKKI ANTHONY
Fuck! Shit. I'm so sorry!

Anthony nervously starts trying to wipe down her dress with
his sleeve but stops when he realizes he's basically groping
her.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Oh god, I swear I'm not trying to—

NIKKI
Have a panic attack?

Nikki starts laughing, putting Anthony at ease. She doesn't
hide her bubbling interest. Anthony sticks out his hand.

ANTHONY
Anthony.

Nikki takes it.

NIKKI
Nikki.

Anthony frowns.

*

* * % % o % * *

* % *

* % % %
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ANTHONY
We didn't have a speed date yet,
right?

NIKKI

No, and we won't. I actually put
this event together. I'm an event
planner.

ANTHONY
Oh...can I get your number?

NIKKI
Absolutely not.

ANTHONY
Shit. No, I mean, for networking
purposes; not you know for...I'm
working on this app, so I was just
thinking—

Nikki considers Anthony.

NIKKI
Is it active?

ANTHONY
Well no, no it’s still in
development. I mean, it’s done, I
just haven’t tested it yet.

NIKKI
(frowning)
...Give me your phone.
Reluctantly, Anthony hands it over. A few taps later, she
hands it back over. Anthony looks down to see the Instagram
page, NIKKI.THE.PLANNER, on his screen
NIKKI (CONT'D)
For when it’s ready. Watch where
you're walking next time.

Anthony scrolls through her Instagram where he sees multiple
pictures of Nikki's events. He smirks.

INT. TEHLANI/ANTHONY BEDROOM - MORNING

SPLITSCREEN:

*DING*

* * % % % * % *

* %

* % % % * * * % % X

* % *
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Tehlani and Anthony both receive text messages. They both
grab their phones.

TEHLANI
Holy shit.

She immediately sits up.

ANTHONY
Oh fuck.

Anthony stares down at a screenshot of a text message. The
two start TEXTING BACK AND FORTH.

ANTHONY (TEXT) (CONT'D)
This ain't a joke, right?

TEHLANI (TEXT)

Not at all. Can you have whatever
you wanna pitch ready by this
morning?

ANTHONY (TEXT)
Absolutely. You're amazing!

Anthony throws his phone on the bed, jets over to his
computer, and boots it up. As his phone rests on the bed we
are finally able to read what they've been freaking out
about.

TRENT COWLEY (TEXT)
He can pitch at 9am sharp. No
excuses.

INT. INNOVATE - DAY
Anthony and Tehlani head towards the conference room.
ANTHONY
You know this really reminds me of
college. We were out there hustling
just like this—
Tehlani holds up her finger threateningly.

TEHLANT
Stay focused!

Anthony nods. They arrive at the conference door, and get
ready to head in.

ANTHONY
I owe you for this. Seriously.
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Tehlani pushes Anthony against the wall. Anthony is
surprised.

* %

TEHLANI
Let's get this straight. I am not
doing this for you. I have a lot
riding on your pitch too. Do not
blow this!

* % % %

Tehlani pushes open the door leading into the—

INT. CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTINUOUS
Trent and THE BOARD await their arrival.

TRENT COWLEY
Are you ready, Mr. Wright?

Anthony beams—he's nervous, but couldn't be more ready.
Tehlani takes a seat.

TRENT COWLEY (CONT'D)
(to Anthony)
The floor is yours.

ANTHONY
Thank you, sir. Alright,
SO...everyone please pull your
phones out.

The room obliges. Anthony pulls out his as well. A few taps
later and a message appears on everyone's phone.

"ACCEPT ANTHONY WRIGHT'S REQUEST?"
Each person taps accept, and an app loads onto their screens. *

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to
Xplore, an interactive app designed
to get you on your feet and out to
see the world.

A slideshow visualizing his pitch plays in the background.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
It's an app that scours the internet
for current and upcoming events,
within a hundred mile radius. All
you have to do is press the Xplore
button—

Anthony presses the Xplore button inside the app. *
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ANTHONY (CONT'D)
—And every event happening at this
moment will pop up in real time.

Anthony points out the current event on the screen.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Let's type in 5pm next Wednesday you
can go to a pie-eating sky dive
contest that Xplore found on Reddit.
Or, a naked karate tournament that's
been posted on Craigslist. It's the
ultimate app for exploration. Any
questions?

The board room is silent. Anthony is taken aback. He stares
around at each face slowly deflating. Then—

TEHLANI (0.S.)
Why do you think this is necessary?

The entire room turns to Tehlani. Anthony takes a deep
breath.

ANTHONY
In this day and age, it's hard to
connect. You've got a hundred
meetings, a hundred calls, and a
hundred tasks to finish before you
call it a day. And what do you do
after you call it a day? You go
home, maybe watch some Netflix. I
made this app so the pencil-pushers
and workaholics of the world can
find something fun to do at any
given moment. So they don't miss out
on what's important in life.

Trent's eyes are laser focused on Anthony.

TRENT COWLEY
I like it.

Anthony's eyes grow wide with disbelief.

ANTHONY
For real, for real?

TRENT COWLEY
For real, For real. It goes outside
of what we usually do here, but I'm
willing to give it a shot.

* % % o o % *

*



ANTHONY
Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Anthony runs over to Trent to give him a hug.

TRENT COWLEY
Don't touch me.

ANTHONY
Noted.

The two share a handshake instead.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
I've already been doing a lot of
work on this, so I can have a new
version up and ready in about a
week.

TRENT COWLEY
Let's not get ahead of ourselves.
We'll get to it in due time.

Trent addresses the board.

TRENT COWLEY (CONT'D)
I'm thinking Xplore would be good
for production slate two. How does
that sound?

Trent's board all murmur in agreement.

ANTHONY
(in disbelief)
Umm, Mr. Cowley, production slate
two, that's...that's two years from
now.

TRENT COWLEY
We've already got a number of
projects slated for this year, that
are written in stone, Anthony. I
think this idea's a winner, but we
can't put aside everything we're
currently working on.

Anthony backs away from Trent, clearly at wit's end.

ANTHONY
No.

TRENT COWLEY
Excuse me?

27.
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TEHLANI
Anthony!

Anthony ignores Tehlani.

ANTHONY
This is a billion dollar idea. I'm
handing it to you on a silver
platter, and you want to sit on it
for another two years. Nah, I'm not
waiting two years. I have a non-
compete contract with you, so if you
don't fast track this project, and
bump it off slate two...I'm
quitting!

Off Trent's look of confusion and Tehlani's 'what the hell
are you doing' grimace, we cut to—

INT. ANTHONY'S OFFICE - DAY

Anthony is packing up all of his belongings in economy boxes.
Tehlani enters his office without knocking.

TEHLANI
What the hell was that!

ANTHONY
I'm sorry. I know you stuck your
neck out for me but...slate two?
That just set me off.

Tehlani stares at him.

TEHLANI
That's it? You're sorry? Trent was
going to let me take the marketing
lead on your project. There was no
way I was going to let him hold it
until slate two, I got you the
meeting, I could have easily
convinced him to bump us up to top
slate. Now—

Tehlani throws her hands in the air. Anthony frowns.

ANTHONY
That was the deal?

Tehlani nods.

TEHLANT
But now, I'm stuck. Congratulations.
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Anthony looks confused. But then excitement springs into his
eyes.

ANTHONY
We can still do it.

TEHLANI
What?

ANTHONY

We can still do it. Me and you.
Outside of Innovate. You can market
the app, and we can beta test it.

TEHLANI
Anthony, listen to yourself. Where
would we get that kind of money, or
time...well, you'll have the time.

ANTHONY
Every employee at this company has
the option of going on a 3 month
personal unpaid leave of absence.
All we need is proof that this is
the next big thing, and Innovate
will come crawling back.

Tehlani sighs.

TEHLANI
The money, Anthony.

Anthony thinks on this. He then grins as he looks at Tehlani
who looks back confused. Then, as if she knows exactly what
he's thinking.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
No way!
INT. VANESSA'S CAFE - DAY
Vanessa, Tehlani, and Anthony all sit at a table inside the

Cafe. Vanessa is LAUGHING hysterically. Tehlani and Anthony
wait for her to compose herself.

VANESSA
I'm sorry, you want how much of my
money?

ANTHONY
250,000.

Vanessa bursts into more fits of laughter.
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VANESSA
You must think I'm a new fool.

ANTHONY
We'll pay it back with interest once
we start turning profit, or sell.

VANESSA
Which could be never.

Anthony opens his mouth to respond, however, Tehlani touches
his shoulder silencing him.

TEHLANT
Anthony, give us a minute.

Anthony reluctantly gets up and walks into another part of
the Cafe. This room houses a number of sex toys, including
massive dildos. Anthony looks at them horror. He then notices
Deadra staring at him, and jumps a little.

ANTHONY
Hi. It's a nice place you guys got
here.

Deadra continues to stare.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Just...filled with dicks.

Back in the other room.

TEHLANT

(to Vanessa)
Nessa, I need this. Trent is pretty
much holding me hostage with this
whole masters degree bullshit. But
if I can get this off the ground, I
will have so much leverage he'll
have no choice but to give me that
position. Or maybe even more.

VANESSA
T, think about this. You're about to
go on a road trip with the man
you're trying to divorce?

TEHLANT
I know. But this is worth the risk
for me. I need you to back me up on
this.

Vanessa shakes her head.

* % % o % ¥ X X % *

* % X %

* % X %

*
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VANESSA
Alright.

TEHLANI
Thank you. But before you say yes to
him—

Anthony is perusing the items on the shelves. He picks up a
dildo, which flops around. He measures the size of it.

TEHLANI (0.S.) (CONT'D)
Anthony!

Startled, Anthony drops the dildo. Deadra looks up at him.
ANTHONY
(quickly)
Yes!
Anthony walks back into the room with Vanessa and Tehlani.
VANESSA
I will give you this loan, on one
condition.

There's a pregnant pause as Anthony waits for the condition.

ANTHONY
What?

TEHLANT
I want your ring.

Anthony contemplates this. He's upset about the condition but
really has no choice. He takes it off.

ANTHONY
Deal.

He places the ring in Tehlani's hand and walks out of the
Cafe.

TEHLANT
(to Vanessa)
Thank you.

The two hug.

EXT. PARKING LOT - THE NEXT EVENING

A car pulls into a parking space. Tehlani and Anthony both
exit the car, and start walking through the parking lot.
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ANTHONY
I think this is a terrible idea.

TEHLANI
You would.

ANTHONY
Why him?

TEHLANI
Because Anthony, he'll be cheap,
loyal, and he has a social media
presence.

ANTHONY
You forgot to mention that he's
lazy, childish, and melodramatic.

TEHLANI
Well, that runs in the family.

Anthony glares at Tehlani as they enter the door of a
building called FAMILY FUN HOUSE.

INT. FAMILY FUN HOUSE - GAME ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Khalid, in full mascot getup, with his Bucky B's head
missing, is choking out a kid. Another kid attempts to kick
Khalid, who grabs his leg and pulls him down into a leg lock.
Another kid attempts to flee the mayhem—Khalid picks up his
Bucky B's head and throws it at him, smacking him squarely in
the back, and knocking him to the ground. The kid, bordering
on tears, turns to Khalid.

KID
I'm getting my daddy!

KHALID
JUST BRING IT BITCH! Bucky B. Got
smoke for your whole family!

Anthony and Tehlani are standing in the wake of the action.
Tehlani's mouth has dropped damn near to her knees.

ANTHONY
(to Tehlani)
I am starting to lose more and more
faith in your decision making.

Anthony then walks over to Khalid—Tehlani following. Done
with his ass whoopin', Khalid turns to see his cousin
striding toward him.



KHALID
Aww shit. What happened?

ANTHONY
That's what we should be asking you.

KHALID
Aww man, you know...Sometimes you
gotta whoop a kids ass.
(then)
I thought y'all was on the rocks?

Anthony, now on the floor, explains the new predicament.

ANTHONY
We're getting Xplore off the ground.

KHALID
Oh...oh! That app you'll been
talking about since college?

ANTHONY
Yeah.

TEHLANI
And, we need you. We need someone
whose got a real social media
following to get it out there.

KHALID
I mean, I can do a couple of posts
on the gram if that helps.

TEHLANI
No, we want you on the team.

Khalid's still not getting it.

ANTHONY
Like full time.

KHALID
I ain't really tryna hold down two
jobs.

TEHLANT

Boy! We want you to quit this job
and come work with us.

ANTHONY
We'll pay you double what you're
making here.

Khalid's eyes widen. He looks at the two.
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EXT. FAMILY FUN HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Khalid, with his bag and half of the Bucky B. suit hanging
off of him, exits Family Fun House with Anthony and Tehlani.
AUNT FELICIA (50s), a curvy and vivacious woman, and UNCLE
GARNER (60s), African American, militant. Exit moments after
the trio.

AUNT FELICIA
(frantically)
Khalid, where are you going?

KHALID
Me, Anthony, and Tehlani are off to
make millions, Mal!

Uncle Garner BOOMS.

UNCLE GARNER
Not with my Bucky B's suit you're
not!

Khalid stops in the middle of the street and starts stripping
down.

KHALID
Fine! You can have this damn
suit—GET OFF!

Khalid struggles before freeing himself from the suit, he
chucks it at the feet of Uncle Garner.

UNCLE GARNER
Well you know what Khalid? You can't
quit because you're fired!
Now—that's the fourth job you've
been fired from.

Khalid waves his hands at Garner.
UNCLE GARNER (CONT'D)
And don't you come back here if they
fire your behind, too.
Uncle Garner picks up the Bucky B. suit in a huff and goes
back inside. Aunt Felicia gives one last look at her son, and
follows Garner back into the building.

Khalid goes into his bag.

KHALID
So what's the plan?



35.

TEHLANI
It's pretty simple. We—

KHALID
Ahht Ahht. Just one second.

Khalid pulls out his money team costume—designer glasses,
Grill, silk durag, Louis Vuitton belt; and pulls out his cell
phone.

KHALID GOES LIVE ON INSTAGRAM:

KHALID (CONT'D)
What's good, peasants! You know how
I told y'all I was working with
Louis Vuitton,

(pulls the camera down to

his crotch)
check the belt, check the belt

(back up to his face)
on a new project? Guess what? Just
quit that shit! My millionaire
cousin and his wife have a new
project coming up and they CHOSE ME
TO BE BRAND AMBASSADOR! Lemme tell
ya how big this goin' be.

(Whispers to the phone)
They offered me a hunnid racks UP
FRONT! That's how big this shit is.
So y'all whores need to be on the
lookout for what's next ya feel me.
This shit about to be SO REAL. Paper
team out!

END LIVE FEED:

ANTHONY
Who the hell paying you a hunnid
racks, Khalid? You can't have made
more than 20 thousand, double that
is 40 grand.

KHALID
Yeah, but they don't know that!
Gotta keep up the appearances.
(to Tehlani)
Continue.

TEHLANT
Okay...so we go on adventures using
Xplore, I share the app with anyone
who's willing to listen.

(MORE)
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TEHLANI (CONT'D)
Anthony, you gather feedback for any
on the fly improvements. Khalid, you
post about our adventures on your
socials, so we get eyes on us;
questions so far?

KHALID
Yeah—When do we start?

Anthony pulls out his phone. We get a close up of his finger
pressing the Xplore button.

EXT. THE BOOTH - NIGHT

A Speedy hole in the wall club, in a creepy alleyway.
*KNOCK* *KNOCK* *KNOCK*

A peephole swings open. The eyes of a BOUNCER focuses in on
Anthony, Tehlani, and Khalid.

BOUNCER
Password.

Anthony opens up XPLORE and reads.

ANTHONY
IMPERAVIT SILENTIUM.

The peephole violently swings closed and the door opens.

BOUNCER
Get in.

The trio head inside.

INT. THE BOOTH - CONTINUOUS

Dark, Foreboding, Sinister. Murals of angels and demons in

rhythmic sensation pepper the walls. The trio head into THE
INNER SANCTUM. White walls; White lights—you'd assume this
was a government sanctioned facility. A HOSTESS greets them.

HOSTESS
Welcome to the Booth.

She hands each of them headphones.
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HOSTESS (CONT'D)
Find a spot you like, sync the
headphones with one of the DJs, turn
on your brain wave frequency, then
think of whatever makes you
happiest. The music and frequency
waves will do the rest.

The hostess presses a button and the walls behind her open
up, giving way to a cacophony of whirling bodies and shaking
asses. Glow sticks and Ravers thump to the beat; some half-
naked, others clothed in nothing but the aura of molly and
Xanax. There's just one thing that's truly, truly, off.

KHALID
It's quiet as fuck in here.

The entire party is dead ass quiet. No music is audible from
the three DJ booths in the house. Everyone's got their
headphones in, jamming to their own individualized beat.
Anthony feels an intense discomfort with the situation.

ANTHONY
(to Khalid)
This doesn't really feel like my
scene for real...Khalid—

Anthony looks behind him to see Khalid's already gone.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
(to Tehlani)
Where did he go?

But Tehlani is also gone. Anthony spots Khalid, he's got his
headphones on, and is dancing his ass off in the middle of a
crowd of women.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Oh god.

Meanwhile, Tehlani has been pulled away by a tall DENZEL
WASHINGTON-ESQUE ADONIS. Quite frankly, he's fine as fuck.

Tehlani puts on her headphones, turns them to three, and
leads him away. Anthony, looks down at the headphones and
pockets them. He then makes a beeline towards the exit. But
before he can reach the door.

NIKKI
Anthony?

Nikki approaches him.
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ANTHONY
Hey? Hey! Nikki, what's up?
Anthony gives Nikki an awkward hug.

NIKKI
Hi, oh, you're very sweaty.

Anthony looks down at himself. He's seriously drenched.

ANTHONY

It's just a 1lil hot in here.
NIKKI

Not really.
ANTHONY

Look. I mean. All of this. I'm just
not use to it.

NIKKI
Oh, so like, your sweating is a
coping mechanism.

Anthony is lost for words.

NIKKI (CONT'D)
I'm kidding. Sorry, bad joke.
(then)
Who are you here with?

ANTHONY
Just a couple of folks. You?

Nikki points to a girl standing at the bar waiting on a
drink.

NIKKI
My girlfriend.

ANTHONY
Oh shit, you have a girlfriend.

NIKKI
And a boyfriend—you want to dance?

Anthony is perplexed by this last statement. He attempts to
answer, but Nikki takes his hand and pulls him onto the dance
floor.

NIKKI (CONT'D)
Put on your headphones.
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Anthony dives into his pocket and pulls out the headphones.
She sets the headphones to two and places them on his head.
Immediately, the silence of the club gives way to slow,
sensual MUSIC.

NIKKI (CONT'D)
Just follow my lead.

She wraps her arms around him, lowering his shoulders, and
letting his tension subside. Anthony follows her every move.
She then turns a dial on his headphones, turning on the brain
wave frequency. Anthony feels a steady vibration emitting
from the headphones.

He closes his eyes, and then reopens them. As he opens them,
Tehlani appears in front of him. Not the Tehlani in the club
dancing with the Adonis, but Anthony's Tehlani.

—-ACROSS THE ROOM-

Khalid's still on the dance floor sweating up a storm.
However, we see him dancing on a pile of money with women
surrounding him, as Anthony, Tehlani, and his parents all
clap & cheer him on.

-IN HER OWN CORNER-

We see CEO TEHLANI, she sits in the biggest chair in a
boardroom full of peers, who all bow to her excellence.

INT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Anthony, Tehlani, and Khalid scarf down some late night
breakfast.

ANTHONY
(to Khalid)
Aight, so what did you see?

KHALID
Bruh, just this big ass pile of
money. And I'm on top of it. And
these thick ass 1il ladies twerking
round my dick, right—

TEHLANT
Jesus, Khalid.
KHALID
Eh! It's my happy place. Don't go

judging.

At this moment, Nikki walks up to the trio's table.
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NIKKI
Hello again.

Anthony is a little disheveled.
ANTHONY

Hey! You guys this is Nikki, Nikki,
this is Khalid, and Tehlani.

Nikki waves to them both. Tehlani scowls.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
You want to join us? We were just
talking about our silent club
experiences.

Nikki smiles.

NIKKI
Sure.

She sits next to Anthony. Tehlani is not happy about this.
Khalid finds this an interesting turn of events.

KHALID
(to Tehlani)
So, Ms. Judgmental, what did you
see?
TEHLANI

Well, I was a CEO of my own company.
I wasn't stuck behind some man. I
was the Queen Bee.

NIKKI
I like it.

Tehlani masks her mild discomfort with a bright smile.

ANTHONY
That's it. You're CEO...that's all
you saw?

NIKKI

I don't see the problem.

KHALID
Get outta here with all that, "who
run the world" bullshit.

TEHLANT
Hey! It's my fantasy. You ain't
gotta like it, 1lil boy.



NIKKI
(to Anthony)
So what did you see? You were
holding on to me pretty tight there.

Tehlani clocks this. Annoying.

ANTHONY
(bashfully)
I just saw someone I wanted to dance
with. That's it.

NIKKI
(smiling)
Oh. Well, you want to know what I
saw?

ANTHONY
Me?

NIKKI
And Marcus; and Jenna; and Rick; and
Serena—

Anthony and Khalid give her a queer look.

There's a

KHALID
Blacked.com! I knew you looked
familiar. She's on Pornhub Ant,
what's your handle?

NIKKI
Okay, no. I'm polyamorous.

silence around the table.

KHALID
You like frogs?

NIKKI
It means, I enjoy ethical,
consensual, non-monogamy.

TEHLANT
So you're dating a whole bunch of
people?

NIKKI
I'm in a relationship with four
other people, yeah.

41.

It's clear from Anthony's face he wasn't expecting this at

all.
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Anthony and Tehlani give Khalid a look. Khalid waves his

ANTHONY
I mean...why would you even want
something like that?

NIKKI
Okay, I see the judgement, so let's
clear this up. I'm not a slut. I
don't want ten guys, or girls at
once. But, I know me. And I know
that one person can't love me the
way I need to be loved. My partners
feel the same way. So, we all fill
those gaps that one person alone
can't.

KHALID
Wow. That's some mature shit.
(to Anthony and Tehlani)
Y'all two should take some notes.

hands in defeat.

NIKKI
Oh, you two are dating?
TEHLANI
A 1il more than that.
ANTHONY
We're married.
TEHLANI
Separated.
KHALID
Soon to be divorced.
ANTHONY
Bruh!
KHALID

I'm line steppin’'.

NIKKI
So, are you guys trying to work it
out, or are you strictly friends?

TEHLANT
No. We're just working together
right now on a business endeavor.

42.
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Daggers to Anthony's heart. Shit.

KHALID
Ain't no such thing as being friends
after a relationship anyway, lady.

NIKKI
That's hyper masculinity talking.

TEHLANI
Right! Only your ego saying it's
impossible.

KHALID
Okay, first of all, guys don't
really have girls as friends.
Secondly, who wants to see their ex
winning? Every-time she comes around
she got the—I just got fucked face.
Then you check her ig page, and find
out that she's with some NBA
Basketball player, and you got to
sit there and act like you're happy
that she came up on some baller
dick...HELL NAH! I'm wishing that
broad nothing but misery.

NIKKI
That was such a stereotypical man
rant. Why base your platonic or
romantic involvement on the phallic?

KHALID
(to Tehlani)
Translation.
TEHLANI
It means stop thinking with your
dick.
ANTHONY

Look, it's complicated, yes; but,
we're working through it.

Tehlani is very noncommittal to this proclamation. Nikki
picks up her phone, then looks outside. A car is parked out
front.

NIKKI
Well, I got to go. Good luck!
(to Anthony, playfully)
And hit me up sometime...when you're
not so sweaty.
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She heads off from the table. Anthony's eyes follow her
outside, then come back to Tehlani, who's staring a hole
through his head.

ANTHONY
What?

TEHLANI
Really? You don't know what?

KHALID
Oh, I know.

Tehlani sips her water.

INT. ANTHONY'S APARTMENT BEDROOM - MORNING

Anthony's hand stretches out and begins to stroke something
near him. Something near and dear, but...it's kind of
prickly. Anthony opens his eyes.

KHALID
(mid-face stroke)
Hey.
ANTHONY
BRUH!

Anthony scrambles out of bed much to Khalid's amusement.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Why ain't you on the couch?

KHALID

Shit ain't comfortable.
ANTHONY

The fuck is wrong with you, man?
KHALID

Mom dropped me. It was only one time

though.
Before Anthony can get in another word—

TEHLANI (O.S.)
Boys! Get out here!

KHALID
Oh shit! She's still got a key?

Khalid gets out of bed to reveal he's buck-ass naked.
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ANTHONY
(under breath)
I'm burning these sheets.

INT. LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Anthony and Khalid, now dressed, walk into the living room to
find an expertly dressed, makeup on fleek, undeniably
dazzling Tehlani. Khalid's mouth drops, and Anthony looks
like he's just been struck dumb.

TEHLANI
Follow me.

EXT. ANTHONY'S APARTMENT - CONTINUOUS

The boys follow Tehlani out of Anthony's apartment where they
see a large MOBILE HOME parked on the street. It's an old
school, semi-rundown, hippie RV.

TEHLANT
I call it...THE XPLORE MOBILE!

ANTHONY
I call it some bullshit.

KHALID
This van makes me wanna do crack.

TEHLANI
Both of y'all shut up and go inside.

INT. THE XPLORE MOBILE - CONTINUOUS

Beautiful paneling. Spacious as hell. Pristine pinewood
scent. Ugly duckling on the outside, swan on the inside.

TEHLANI
You still wanna do crack in here?

KHALID
Nah, definitely cocaine though.

Khalid hops onto the lower bunk bed inside the wvan.

TEHLANT
I figure we can sleep in here for
the majority of our trip. When we
really need to, we find an Airbnb.
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Khalid slaps the ceiling of the lower bunk bed and a dildo
machine flops out of a secret compartment, right onto his
face.

KHALID
NIGGA!

Khalid throws the dildo machine across the RV. Anthony thinks
for a second. Opens up one of the indoor cupboards to reveal
a plethora of sex toys underneath.

ANTHONY
Vanessa.

KHALID
Man! I ain't riding around in no
fuck-van!

TEHLANT

You ain't got a car, so you ain't
been riding around in shit!

ANTHONY
She's got a point.

KHALID
Fuck you.

ANTHONY

Let's get started. Where to first?
There's a FLUSH, and from the back of the RV exits FLEX (30s)
gorgeous, the Adonis Tehlani was dancing with at the club. He
walks to the front of the RV joining Tehlani.

FLEX
We ready?

Anthony and Khalid stare at him in disbelief.

FLEX (CONT'D)
How's it going fellas?

Tehlani grins.

EXT. SIDEWALK - DAY

The Xplore RV peels off with dust coming from the tires. Flex
is standing on the sidewalk watching it go.
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INT. XPLORE RV - CONTINUOUS

Anthony is furiously driving the RV, as Tehlani smirks in the
passenger seat. We get a glimpse of a finger pressing the
xplore button as we head to—

EXT. ZORBING PARK - DAY
*POP* A starting pistol goes off.

Anthony and Khalid sprint down a hill with a cavalcade of
others. From around the bend, Tehlani speeds down the track
inside a big, rubber ball of mayhem. Khalid trips up.

KHALID
Anthony, save me!

Anthony keeps running right past his ass. Right as Khalid,
tries to get up, POW! Tehlani rolls right over him. Tehlani
pops and rolls over everyone in her way until she sees
Anthony right in front of her. Anthony ducks down another
path, narrowly escaping Tehlani. He lets out a sigh of
relief—Safety. Then...POW! Tehlani slams right into him,
sending him flying.

Moments later, we see Tehlani standing in the middle of a
crowd of Zorbers.

TEHLANI
Hey! We've got this new app that can
show you all types of things to do
just like this!

The crowd of folks completely ignore here. Across the crowd,
Anthony and Khalid sit on a bench, nursing their fragile
wounds and ego. Tehlani storms over to them.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
WE ARE TRYING TO GET THIS THING OFF
THE GROUND. YOU GOTTA STICK TO THE
PLAN. PROMOTE! PROMOTE! PROMOTE!
MAKE A SPLASH.

Tehlani snatches Anthony's phone and presses the XPLORE
button.

EXT. LA TOMATINA FESTIVAL - DAY

CHAOS ON THE BATTLEFIELD. The trio hide behind a makeshift

barrier, with a barrage of tomatoes in their hands. Tomatoes
fly across the war zone;
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the ketchup-y remains plastered over fallen comrades. Khalid
looks over to Tehlani. Her previous words ring in his ears.

TEHLANI (V.O.)
MAKE A SPLASH!

Khalid grabs a bunch of tomatoes from Anthony.

ANTHONY
Don't do it! Don't do it!

SLOW MOTION. Khalid leaps over the barricade. In midair, he
expertly throws a barrage of tomatoes, fucking nailing
everyone in sight. When he hits the ground, a machine gun
spray of tomatoes all hit him at once! He dies, a martyr to
the cause. Moments later, four TOMATO WARRIORS crowd around
Khalid.

TOMATO WARRIOR 1
Dude, that was pretty dope!

TOMATO WARRIOR 2
Yea man! The way you just flew in
the air like that.

KHALID
(a humble brag)
Had to make a splash, ya know? Aye
y'all bring it in so we can get this
on the gram.

Khalid pulls out his phone to record all his new fans in a
selfie video. Tehlani gives him a death stare.

KHALID (CONT'D)
Eh, but before we do that. Y'all
heard of this app called Xplore?

The entire group gathers around Khalid.

INSERT: KHALID PRESSES THE XPLORE BUTTON

INT. AUDITORIUM - NIGHT

THE FART SMELLING COMPETITION, held in a BOXING RING. The
entire crowd surrounds Anthony and Tehlani. They're seated,
facing one another.

The referee blows the whistle and immediately two people walk
on stage and fart in both of their faces. Anthony and Tehlani
both keep their composure.
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Khalid's on the side of the ring, recording, while eating a
huge pack of chili cheese nacho fries.

Another set of farters walk into the ring. PFHHHHH!
DEVASTATING FARTS! But Anthony and Tehlani hold their ground.

ANTHONY
(tears in his eyes)
Just give up!

TEHLANI
Stop talking to yourself!

The REFEREE calls.

REFEREE
Next farters!
KHALID
Right here! Right here! Just one

second.

Khalid downs the rest of his chili cheese nacho fries. Then
he eats his pickle. Then he drinks the pickle juice from the
jar. He steps into the ring.

ANTHONY
I'm out.

Anthony gets up out of his seat. The crowd goes wild. The
referee throws Tehlani's hand up.

REFEREE
Winner!
TEHLANI
(to Anthony)

How you like that? Can't stand the
heat, you need to get off the toi—

Khalid quickly hops over to Tehlani and farts smack dab in
her face. She damn near throws up over the smell. Moments
later, a small crowd, ten to eleven folks, flock around the
trio.

KHALID
Y'all come in here for a photo
though!

Anthony explains what they're selling.
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ANTHONY
Imagine if your phone could tell you
every single cool thing that's
happening at any time, no matter how
big or small.

Tehlani shares the app.

TEHLANI
Just go here and download. It's
completely free and if you like it,
all we ask is you tell a friend.

Anthony and Tehlani look back to see one another in their
zone. They both smile, just a little.

The trio all look down at the app before Anthony presses the
XPLORE button and we head into—

A MONTAGE OF EVENTS:

INT. ARENA - DAY

EXTREME MUD WRESTLING. The FEMALE WRESTLER FROM THE SPEED
DATES spins a screaming Anthony above his head before tossing
him clear out of the ring, and into a pile of mud.

EXT. PARK STAGE - DAY

DRUNK SHAKESPEARE. An already drunk Tehlani, dressed in
Shakespearian attire, cracks open a beer and chugs it. She
projectile vomits across the stage to the revulsion and
UPROARIOUS APPLAUSE of the audience. we—

FREEZE FRAME:

A photo. Tehlani with Anthony and Khalid holding her up.

MONTAGE ENDS.

INT. EXOTIC BUG EATING LOUNGE - DAY
The CROWD CHANTS.

CROWD
DO IT! DO IT! DO IT!
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Tehlani, and Khalid both hold up BUGS on a stick. Khalid
brings the savory bug up to his mouth and—he throws the bug
back down on the table tapping out.

Immediately, Tehlani gabs Khalid's beetle and downs it in one
bite. The crowd cheers as Anthony looks on from the sideline.
There's LOUD APPLAUSE from behind him and a WHOOPING NOISE.
The voice is recognizable.

NIKKI
What a woman.

Anthony turns and is surprised to see Nikki standing next to
him.

ANTHONY
Oh shit, hey! What are ya doing
here? I'm starting to sense a trend
here.

Nikki smiles, and takes out her phone. She starts reading.

NIKKI
Take exploration to the next level.
The Xplore app provides a unique way
of discovering local community
events in order to bring people
together. Quoted from Fast Company.

Nikki pockets her phone.
NIKKI (CONT'D)
Congrats. This is getting pretty
big. Thought we'd give it a shot.

ANTHONY
wWe?

Nikki nods and turns to A GROUP OF MEN AND WOMEN standing
behind them. She and Anthony approach the group.

Nikki points to RICK (20s), Indian, lanky & tall, and SERENA
(30s), Native American, big and brawny. JENNA (30s), Asian,
and MARCUS (30s), tall medium brown, ruggedly handsome.

NIKKI
This is Rick, and Serena.

The two wave.

NIKKI (CONT'D)
And this is Jenna, and Marcus.

Marcus reaches out his hand. Anthony grabs it.
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ANTHONY
Sup.
(To Nikki)
So this is what polyamory is like?
One huge group date?

MARCUS
No, we came more for support. This
is actually not an official date.

ANTHONY
(confused)
Support for...?

NIKKI
Me...asking you out for drinks.

Nikki's candor once again, throws Anthony off.

ANTHONY
Damn, girl. I should be the one
asking you that.

NIKKI
Yeah well, I gave you that chance
weeks ago, and...nothing. So, I'm
taking matters into my own hands.

Nikki smirks. Meanwhile, Tehlani watches everything that's
happening from the stage.

KHALID
You sure you don't wanna say
something?

TEHLANI
No, why would I? I'm happy for him.
This is good...for both of us.

INT. XPLORE RV - EVENING

Tehlani drives and Anthony sits in the passenger seat.
Khalid's knocked out in the back of the RV. Tehlani peers
over at Anthony's phone. He's checking the "ANONYMOUS TIPS"
page on the Xplore website.

TEHLANT
So, what are they saying?

ANTHONY
Good stuff. Lots of love.



TEHLANI
Any feedback though?
ANTHONY
I mean a 1lil.
TEHLANI
Spill.
ANTHONY

Folks keep saying they want a way,
in-app, to keep up with people.

TEHLANI
Makes sense.

ANTHONY
It's a bad idea.

TEHLANI
Why?

ANTHONY

(tapping on his phone)
Cuz I made this app to get folks off
the phone and away from work. You're
suppose to meet folks in person just
like we're doing. Any other way
defeats the purpose.

Tehlani rolls her eyes.

Beat.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
I saw that.

TEHLANI
Good.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
So what did Nikki want?

53.

Anthony whips his head around to stare at Tehlani—Dammit,

she saw.

ANTHONY
Nikki? She just
(mumbling)
Asked me if I wanted to take her out
sometime.

TEHLANI
What?
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ANTHONY
Hmm? Oh—She asked me if I wanted to
take her out...sometime.

TEHLANI
Like on a date?

ANTHONY
I mean, yeah, some might look at it
that way. But, you know, I don't.

TEHLANI
So...are you going to go?
ANTHONY
No. Of course not.
TEHLANI
You should.
ANTHONY
What?
TEHLANI

You should take her out on a date.
Anthony laughs.

ANTHONY
That's classic female reverse
psychology.

TEHLANI
What?

ANTHONY
You don't want me to go, so you're
gonna pretend it's cool, but what
you're really doing is filing it
away in the back of your mental
rolodex. And if I do go, you're
going to whip it out, and throw it
in my face, like I should have known
that what you really meant by saying
go, is to not go. I'm too smart for
that.

Tehlani stares at Anthony.

TEHLANT
Fine. Don't go.

Anthony is obviously flustered and a little confused. Tehlani
smirks.
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EXT. WEDDING - DAY
Nikki dispenses orders behind the wedding tent.

NIKKI
You—go check on the kitchen and see
how it's going. You—see if the
bride and her bridesmaids are
staying on time. And you—go get me
a mojito.

The WEDDING EMPLOYEES disperse. Anthony stands a few feet
away .

ANTHONY
So do you take all of your first
dates to work? Never took you for a
wedding planner.

NIKKI
I do all types of events. I don't
care for weddings, but this one's
for a friend. Also, this isn't a
date.

ANTHONY
Umm, I'm pretty sure you asked me
out for drinks.

NIKKI
True. But a date implies intimacy.

ANTHONY
So this isn't some elaborate scheme
to get me drunk so I'll marry you?

NIKKI
One, you wish, two, you think I'm
dumb enough to hatch a scheme to
marry a married man?

Nikki laughs as the two watch the bride walk down the aisle
towards her...bride. It's a two bride wedding.

NIKKI (CONT'D)
Was your wedding like this?

ANTHONY
Nah, I looked way hotter in my
dress.

They laugh and Nikki nudges him.
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NIKKI
For real though.

ANTHONY
I don't know, it was less formal. We
were just kids, who thought we were
ready for marriage.

NIKKI
Kids in love, sweet.

ANTHONY
Yeah. Our parents were against it.
They thought we were too young...and
so we didn't invite them. In-fact,
we didn't invite anyone, except for
my cousin, Khalid.

NIKKI
Ouch. I'm sure that went over well.

Anthony chuckles.

ANTHONY
Yeah.

Anthony looks at Nikki.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
If I could do it again, I'd do it
right.

NIKKI
Was it always bad?

ANTHONY
No.

BEGIN FLASHBACK:

INT. OFFICE - DAY

AN INTERVIEWER hands Anthony back his resume; A SECOND
INTERVIEWER leads a slump-backed Anthony out of his office; A
THIRD INTERVIEWER closes the door in Anthony's face.
Anthony's entire body collapses by the door.

ANTHONY (V.O.)
We used to be a team.
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INT. COLLEGE APARTMENT - CONTINUOUS

BEDROOM. Sparse. The kind of apartment two kids trying to
figure out the world would barely keep up.

Anthony walks in and crashes onto the bed, waking Tehlani. In
under a second, Anthony's snoring his ass off, exhausted from
the day.

Tehlani quietly kisses him on the cheek. She notices his
resume still in hand. She grabs it and starts reading.

She flips on the lamp, pulls out a laptop, and begins typing.

EXT. CAREER FAIR - DAY

Tehlani walks up to the CAREER REPRESENTATIVE for INNOVATE.
She hands over Anthony's updated resume.

INT. COLLEGE APARTMENT - EVENING

Tehlani's in the kitchen cooking up a storm when ANTHONY'S
CELL PHONE RINGS.

ANTHONY
Hello?
(then)
This is Anthony speaking.

Anthony's eyes go wide. He stands up from the dining room
table.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Yes. Yes! I can do that! No problem!
Thank you! Thank you very much!
We'll talk soon, yes!

Anthony hangs up the phone and lets out a guttural scream. He
runs over and grabs Tehlani swinging her around.

TEHLANT
(laughing)
What is it! What is it boy?

ANTHONY
Innovate just called back! They
offered me the job!

TEHLANT
Really!? That's amazing.
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ANTHONY
We gotta start packing up our shit
and get ready to go.

Tehlani's smile quickly fades.

TEHLANI
Wait? What do you mean?

ANTHONY
They want us to move to Cali next
month.

TEHLANI
Anthony...I'm not done with school
yet.

Anthony takes her hand, tenderly.

ANTHONY
I know, but this is a once in a
lifetime opportunity. I need this—
and I need you.

TEHLANI
(reluctantly)
Okay. Let's do it.

Anthony scoops her up for another big hug.

END FLASHBACK.

EXT. WEDDING DAY - CONTINUOUS
Anthony is slouched in his seat as Nikki continues listening.

ANTHONY
We moved out here so I could provide
her the best life I could and along
the way somehow I became the bad

guy.

NIKKI
You really don't see it, huh?

ANTHONY
See what?
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NIKKI
She married you not an ATM. It's
great that you wanted to provide,
but a marriage is more than
financial security.

ANTHONY
Look, this isn't how first dates are
supposed to go.

NIKKI
Well it's good this isn't a date
then.

ANTHONY

I don't need marriage counseling. I
love my wife, and that's all that
matters.

(then)
I'ma go.

INT. XPLORE MOBILE - NIGHT

The door of the Xplore RV opens and Anthony walks in. He
makes sure to be as quiet as possible. Both Tehlani and
Khalid are fast asleep. Anthony changes into his night
clothes and approaches the sleeping Tehlani. He watches her
sleep for a few moments, before walking over to a vacant part
of the RV and curling up. As he does so, we see Tehlani's
eyes open just a smidge.

The SOUND of someone tapping the Xplore button takes us to—

EXT. SKYZONE - MORNING

We see a closeup of Anthony's face. He looks nervous and
melancholy. We contrast that with a closeup look at Tehlani,
who looks determined and maybe even a little vexed.

KHALID
What the hell did you do this time?

Anthony is puzzled.

We pan around to see a big crowd surrounding the trampoline
cage. The ANNOUNCER speaks over the loud speaker.

ANNOUNCER
Make some noise if you found us on
the Xplore app!

The entire crowd lets out a big cheer.
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ANNOUNCER (CONT'D)
This is by far the biggest turnout
we've ever had and I just wanted to
let everyone know Xplore is in the
house!

The crowd cheers again.

Tehlani, Anthony, and Khalid enter the cage with a seven
other players. They all pick up dodgeballs.

KHALID
(to Anthony)
I'mma keep it real with you, dog. I
think Tehlani's ready to rock our
shit.

Tehlani glares at Anthony.

ANNOUNCER
Here we go in three, two, one!

The horn sounds and dodgeball commences. We see multiple team
members from both squads get smacked by dodgeballs. Khalid is
tagged early. He exits, pulls his phone from his pocket, and

starts recording the rest of the game.

The number of players dwindles slowly until it's just Tehlani
and Anthony.

ANNOUNCER (CONT'D)
And then there were two!

Tehlani furiously throws a ball at Anthony.

TEHLANT
I CAN'T BELIEVE YOU!

Anthony swiftly dodges the ball.

ANTHONY
What? Why?!

Tehlani grabs multiple balls, and starts firing them at him.

TEHLANI
You—went—on—a—date—with—Nikki!

She punctuates each word with a throw. Anthony dodges the
balls like Neo from the Matrix.

ANTHONY
YOU TOLD ME TO GO!!

* % % %

*
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The two move right up next to the dodgeball line so that they
are face to face.

TEHLANI
I thought you were "too smart" for
my reverse psychology, Anthony.

ANTHONY
You reversed the reverse psychology.
Who's smart enough to figure that
out?

TEHLANI
Apparently not you!

KHALID
(yelling)
Uh, y'all still playing the game or
what?

Tehlani and Anthony realize that whole crowd has stopped
cheering and are looking on confused. Tehlani picks up a ball
and throws it smack dab in Anthony's face. The crowd cheers.

-Later

Anthony, Tehlani, and Khalid are sitting on benches. Anthony
has a bag of ice pressed against his face.

The festival announcer walks up to the trio. REVEAL (THE
ROCK, TIFFANY HADDISH, WILL SMITH, LEBRON JAMES, MARSHAWN
LYNCH...doesn't matter who it is, just need to be the type of
person someone would say OH SHIT THAT'S ) The festival
announcer grins.

KHALID (CONT'D)
Holy shit!

ANNOUNCER
(to Anthony)
How are you doing?

ANTHONY
I'll live.

ANNOUNCER
Great! I just wanted to say, thank
you again for making something that
really put folks on in a natural
way.

Khalid pops up right beside him.

*
*

* % % X *

*
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KHALID
No thanks needed. Since we scratched
ya back, think you can scratch
mine...ours?

ANNOUNCER *
Sure, what are you thinking?

KHALID
A tweet, IG post, put us on your
stories. Whatever you want for real.

ANNOUNCER *
I'd love to but I'll have to run it
by my business manager before I can
publicly endorse it. He'll make sure
everything is above board, and once
he gives the all clear, I'll be
happy to.

Tehlani turns to the festival announcer.

TEHLANI
We'll look forward to hearing from
you.
ANNOUNCER *

Well, you all gave us one hell of a
turnout, thanks again.

The festival announcer gives a salute before exiting the
tent.

INT. XPLORE MOBILE - NIGHT

Tehlani drives. Khalid once again is asleep in the back of
the RV. Anthony takes a peek back at Khalid to make sure he's *
asleep.

ANTHONY
Great call on the Airbnb. Can I ask, *
what was going through your mind
when you laid me out?

Tehlani sighs.

TEHLANT
How we got here. What we've been
through. How I dropped everything I
was doing. Everything. For you. And
now you're dating some other woman.
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ANTHONY
Isn't that what you wanted?

TEHLANI
No...Yes, I don't know.

ANTHONY
Fine. I admit taking the job was
more about me. But I did so, so I
could provide. Be a real man for
you.

TEHLANI
Why do you keep hiding behind that
lie? Taking that job wasn't about
you providing for me. I didn't need
a provider, I'm not a child.

ANTHONY
I don't understand, if you want to
go back to college I'll completely
support you. You don't have to
divorce me for that.

TEHLANI
It's not just about the degree,
Anthony.

ANTHONY
(frustrated)
Then what's it about?

TEHLANI
I want my own fucking life! I wanna
do great things that aren't because
of you! I want my own dreams, apart
from yours! I've enabled you to be
so selfish in this relationship, I
deserve a turn!

The Xplore RV pulls up to an Airbnb.

EXT. AIRBNB - CONTINUOUS

Tehlani hops out of the Xplore RV. Anthony jumps out of his
side to confront her.

ANTHONY
What can I do to make us work,
Tehlani? Just tell me.
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TEHLANI
Nothing! This is not a problem that
you can just run diagnostics and
troubleshoot. We're too far past
that.

ANTHONY
No we're not. Look at what we've
just done. We built a successful app
from scratch in just a few months.
You and me. On the road. Working
together. If we can do that, we can
definitely do us.

Tehlani is lost for words.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Okay, yeah I know, it's not apples
to apples, and maybe it doesn't make
complete sense, but...

Tehlani sighs. She's obviously touched.

TEHLANI
...No, it doesn't. Look, I
appreciate you trying, I do, but
there are some things in this world
that you can't fix by building an
app, and marriages are at the very
top of the list.

She heads toward the front door of the Airbnb. Defeated
Anthony watches her go. Khalid pops his head out of the RV
and shouts.

KHALID
YO! CHECK YA IGs!

Tehlani stops short of the door at Khalid's words. Anthony
opens up instagram to see the festival announcer from the
jousting match showing love.

ON SCREEN:

ANNOUNCER
I just want to give a big thank you
to the people at XPLORE. It's an app
that lets you look up literally any
event that's happening, at any and
every time. It's amazing, so I had
to give a shoutout to the entire
team for what they made. My man,
Khalid, made a great company, you
guys are the future!

* % % o % *
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Anthony immediately flips to the Xplore website. The
"DOWNLOADED BY" counter flips from the thousands, TO THE
MILLIONS, and it's still rising!

Anthony looks at Tehlani, who is standing stock still outside
of the Airbnb door with a huge ass smile on her face.

ANTHONY
(still in disbelief)
Yo...we did it.

Tehlani runs to Anthony, jumping into his arms.

TEHLANI
We did it! We did it! We did it!

Anthony kisses her. Tehlani pulls away. She looks into
Anthony's eyes. She then kisses him passionately. The two
kiss all the way up to the Airbnb door. She opens the door
and the two enter.

KHALID
Guess I'm just goin sleep in here
tonight.

He closes the RV door.

INT. XPLORE MOBILE - MORNING

The trio drive through the desert. It's unnaturally quiet.
Khalid is eyeing both Anthony and Tehlani. They both have
straight faces on.

KHALID
(frowning)
Did y'all fuck?

Neither Anthony nor Tehlani answer.

INT. POPPY FIELDS PARKING LOT - DAY

Crowds of people are at the poppy fields. The RV pulls into
the parking lot.

KHALID
(frowning)
I thought y'all said we had the
inside scoop?

Immediately, a horde of people run over to the RV. They see
Khalid looking through the window at them.



66.

HYPED FAN 1 HYPED FAN 2
OMG! I love your stories. I YOU'RE LIKE A CELEBRITY!
watch'm everyday!

Khalid smirks and hurriedly climbs out of the mobile home.

KHALID
Like? Girl, I am a celebrity. Y'all
tryna take a pic.

The fans squeal with delight.

ANTHONY
(To Tehlani)
This is amazing. I can't believe
this is happing because of my app.

Tehlani notices how Anthony puts the emphasis on "My".

TEHLANI
Yeah. Go out there and enjoy it.

Anthony looks at her.

ANTHONY
You're not coming?

TEHLANI
Yeah, just soaking it in.

Anthony nods and exits the Xplore RV.

Tehlani watches as Anthony gets mobbed by the fans. She sighs
and leans her head back.

EXT. ANTELOPE VALLEY POPPY RESERVE - CONTINUOUS

A small NEWS TEAM pushes through the crowd. SAMANTHA
LETTERBEE, newscaster, throws a microphone into Khalid's
face.

SAMANTHA LETTERBEE
Hi! I'm Samantha Letterbee with the
Los Angeles Times. Anthony, what's
it like to have such a huge
celebrity endorse your app?

ANTHONY
It's unexpected, but at the same
time very gratifying that all of the
hard work I put in is finally paying
off.
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SAMANTHA LETTERBEE
What are your upcoming plans for the

app?

ANTHONY
Just to continue exploring.

Everyone CHEERS.

INT. INNOVATE TRENT'S OFFICE - DAY

Trent watches the report from his desk. He presses the
intercom button.

TRENT COWLEY
Can you tell Richard to get in here?

EXT. DILDO WARS - DAY

Khalid, microphone in hand, stands on an elevated platform in
a park. He's wearing PAINTBALL GEAR with brightly colored
spots, as is THE CROWD watching him.

As Anthony watches his phone rings. It's from INNOVATE. He
frowns before answering.

ANTHONY
Hello?

We cut back to Khalid.

KHALID
First off, thank you's are in order
to the Association of Ethical Dildos
for hiring me as their host. Y'all

are amazing. Let's give them a hand,
folks.

THE ASSOCIATION OF ETHICAL DILDOS, a group of men and women,
sit behind a table of varying dildos, smile and cheese as the
crowd cheers.

Khalid pulls out a DILDO SHAPED NERF GUN.

KHALID (CONT'D)
So, most of y'all prolly know the
rules of Dildo Wars. If you get
cummed on three times, you're out.

Tehlani makes her way to the event still deep in thought. As
she takes in the scene of the crowd, Anthony emerges
grinning.



ANTHONY
You're never going to believe this.
I just got off the phone with
Innovate. Trent flying out here; he
wants to have a sit down with both
of us about the app.

Tehlani's mouth drops. She hugs Anthony.

TEHLANI
Oh my god, Anthony!

ANTHONY
I know! What do you think he's going
to offer?

TEHLANI
I don't know. It's got to be
something big though.

Anthony hugs Tehlani again.

ANTHONY
I can't believe this! I can't wait
to see the look on Trent's face,
when he comes crawling back.

TEHLANI
Wait, but what about Khalid?

ANTHONY
What do you mean?

TEHLANI
You know what I mean. Innovate has a
specific look and feel. They're
going to want their fingerprints all
over Xplore.

ANTHONY
So?

TEHLANT
That means their own spokesperson.

Anthony's smile fades.

ANTHONY
Yeah, but we have the power, we can
negotiate...

TEHLANT
...Not with branding.

68.
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ANTHONY
(thinking)
Well, maybe Khalid should sit this
one out.
TEHLANI
What?! You're thinking about cutting
him out?

Tehlani looks dumbfounded.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
Anthony, Khalid is just as much a
part of this as we are. How could
you even think about cutting out
your own cousin?

ANTHONY
I'm not talking about cutting him
out. We'll still pay him. He just
won't be the face of Xplore.

Tehlani is shocked.
TEHLANI

You know being a part of this means
everything to him. You can not take

that away.

ANTHONY
Look let's...let's Just think about
it, okay?

Tehlani shakes her head yes. Anthony looks toward Khalid.
Khalid enters the crowd.

KHALID
DILDOS UNITE!

Everyone holds their dildo guns in the air and chants it
right back to him.

INT. RENEE'S - DAY

Snazzy restaurant. Very snooty. For the rich and exclusive.
Anthony and Tehlani walk into the restaurant together. Trent
sits at a far table. The two are escorted to the table where

Trent rises and shakes both of their hands.

TRENT COWLEY
Anthony, Tehlani.
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ANTHONY
Trent.

Anthony seats himself, smirking—he knows what's going on.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)

Damn, never thought I'd see the day
you'd come crawling back to the cog
in the machine.

TEHLANI
Anthony.

TRENT COWLEY
(to Tehlani)
No, it's perfectly fine. I can admit
it when I've made a mistake.
(then)
And, I've made two of them.

ANTHONY
Two?

TRENT COWLEY

Yes, two. Anthony, we should have
taken your idea and moved it to the
front block. And Tehlani, I should
have made you a senior years ago.
Those were both huge mistakes. But,
I am here to attempt to rectify
those mistakes.

(to Anthony)
I want you to come back as Executive
Creative Director of Innovate.

ANTHONY
Excuse me?

TRENT COWLEY
And Tehlani, I want to hire you back
as our Chief Marketing Director.

Tehlani is shocked by this.

TEHLANT
But, I still don't have my Masters.

This seems to not bother Trent.

TRENT COWLEY
No, you don't. But after what the
two of you accomplished with this
app on your own, I'm willing to bite
the bullet on that.

(MORE)
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TRENT COWLEY (CONT'D)
Xplore is amazing, and we want it.
But even more so, we want you. Both
of you.

ANTHONY
But do we need you?

TRENT COWLEY
I'll be the first one to admit,
you're both very gifted in the
fields of programming and
marketing—Dbut what about
accounting? What about raising
actual capital? What about the law?
We want to expand Xplore. You retain
ownership. We get distribution
rights.

ANTHONY
That's...one hell of a deal.

TRENT COWLEY
Yes, it is.

TEHLANI
We have another partner.

Anthony shifts his weight.

ANTHONY
(whispering)
Tehlani.
TEHLANI

How can you fit him in?

TRENT COWLEY
Yes, Khalid. Unfortunately, this is
a two person deal. Frankly, we don't
have a place for him. Our marketing
team will want to rebrand the app
from scratch. So, we're willing to
give you two enough money to buy him
out.

Trent slides Anthony a check. Anthony turns the check over.
He and Tehlani look at the number.

ANTHONY
Are you kidding me? This is your
offer?

TEHLANT

Anthony...move your thumb.
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Anthony moves his thumb and his jaw drops.

EXT. RENEE'S - CONTINUOUS

Tehlani and Anthony exit the restaurant. Anthony still
staring at the check.

TEHLANI
(to Anthony)
You're telling him.

Tehlani walks off, leaving Anthony alone.

INT. XPLORE RV - NIGHT

Khalid's absolutely furious. Anthony and Tehlani stand on
opposite ends of each other, listening to Khalid rant.

KHALID
Fuck that dude! Real talk. How the
hell does he want XPLORE but don't
want me? NIGGA I AM XPLORE.

ANTHONY
When you buy something like this,
you want to have full control.
Especially over who gets to be the
face.

KHALID
Rich way of saying they want y'all,
but fuck me. I been busting my ass
like crazy promoting this thing.
Getting it out there to the people.
Niggas know me as THE XPLORE GUY.
It's already a thing.

Khalid plops down on one of the RV beds.
KHALID (CONT'D)
It don't even matter tho. We're not

taking this anyway.

Tehlani looks at Anthony, who doesn't say anything. Khalid
looks up at the two of them.

EXT. XPLORE RV SIDE OF ROAD - CONTINUOUS

We see a close up of Khalid, who is power walking next to the
side of a dirt road. As we zoom out, we see Anthony driving
the RV next to him.
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ANTHONY
Khalid, just get in the RV.

KHALID
Fuck you!

Khalid grabs a rock and throws it at the RV.

ANTHONY
This is a once in a lifetime
opportunity. I'm getting my dream
job. Tehlani's getting her dream
job. There's seven zeros on the
check we got. And you're getting a
cut. We won, man!

Khalid stops walking and turns to look at Anthony.
KHALID
Nah. You won. My parents own a
franchise man. It's not about the
money.
Khalid continues walking.
ANTHONY
Khalid man, we're out in the middle
of nowhere. At least let me take you
home.
KHALID
Oh, now you care about what happens

to me, huh? Bounce bruh! I'm calling
an Uber.

Anthony sighs and pulls off. Khalid stops and takes out his
phone.

KHALID (CONT'D)
Dammit. No bars out here.

There is a Coyote HOWL. Khalid's eyes grow big.

TIME-LAPSE DAY BECOMES NIGHT THEN DAY AGAIN.

-DAYS LATER

INT. INNOVATE - DAY

These next few scenes play as a montage with music laid
overtop of the action.
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SPLIT-SCREEN ON ANTHONY & TEHLANT.

Anthony's office is bigger, better, more sleek, with superb
legroom. It's the corporate American dream. Tehlani's office
exudes an air of success, big business, and new beginnings.

They both set down a few supplies before walking into the
hallway, where we see their offices are smack-dab beside one
another. Anthony looks over at Tehlani with a smile on his
face that Tehlani weakly returns.

INT. MARKETING CONFERENCE ROOM - LATER

SUIT 1, SUIT 2, & SUIT 3 from the first marketing conference
scene enter the conference room, one after the other.

INT. OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

We have multiple cuts of Suit 1, 2, and 3, entering the
elevator with economy storage boxes. They have clearly been
fired. Tehlani stands in the hallway, watching them go.

Anthony watches from his office as Tehlani heads toward the
conference room. He exits his office intending to follow her,
but he is cut off at the pass by a smiling Trent.

TRENT COWLEY
How's it feel to be the big man on
campus?

ANTHONY
Good.

TRENT COWLEY
Great. Once again, welcome back to
the fold. You've got a busy schedule
ahead of you.

ANTHONY
How busy?

INT. ANTHONY'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

Anthony sits at his desk as BRANDY (20s), Anthony's assistant
goes over his schedule.

ANTHONY'S ASSISTANT
Hi, Mr. Wright! I'm Brandy, your new
assistant. I just wanted to go over
the schedule Mr. Cowley left for me,
with you.

(MORE)
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ANTHONY'S ASSISTANT (CONT'D)
You've got a team meeting at 9:30am,
then a brunch meeting with Trent at
1l0am, then you'll have an intro
meeting with your new team at
10:30am, then Trent will need your
thoughts on the next slate of
prospective acquisitions at 11:30am,
then he'll need the post-proposal at
noon, then you have a ten minute
lunch break.

Anthony's eyes glaze over.

INT. ANTHONY'S OFFICE - NIGHT

Tehlani approaches Anthony's office. He is bent over his desk
hard at work. She hovers over the threshold of the door,
contemplating. Thinking better of it she walks away, just as
Anthony leans back in his chair.

We see multiple shots of Anthony—pacing, playing paper
basketball, flicking paper footballs off of his desk, laying
upside down against the wall.

Finally we see him knocked out snoring on his desk.

INT. INNOVATE TRENT'S OFFICE - DAY
*GLUG* *GLUG* *GLUG* *GLUG*

Tehlani looks on in horror as Anthony chugs down an entire
canister of coffee.

Trent sits there in a stupor as Anthony finishes.

TRENT COWLEY
Ok...all top level staff are
required to host a keynote address.
You'll introduce yourself to staff,
talk about your vision for the
company, and how Xplore will fit in.

Trent turns to Tehlani.
TRENT COWLEY (CONT'D)
I want you to help him put this

together in the next month.

TEHLANI
Don't I need to do one too?
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TRENT COWLEY
You'll get your time.

Trent's assistant bursts into the room.

TRENT'S ASSISTANT
Sir, there's a disturbance outside.

TRENT COWLEY
That's why we have security. We're
in a meeting.

Trent's assistant has an urgent look in her eyes.

TRENT'S ASSISTANT
Umm—

Before the assistant can finish her sentence, we hear
Khalid's voice on a megaphone.

EXT. INNOVATE - DAY
Khalid, megaphone in hand, talks to a crowd of employees.

KHALID
Can y'all believe that? We did all
that work together. Going all cross
the state. I gave up my job for
this! And they just threw me out
with the bath water. Like, ain't
that some shit?

Some of the crowd murmurs in agreement. Khalid sees Anthony
and Tehlani as they exit the building.

KHALID (CONT'D)
There they are right now! My family
come to shut my ass up. Let's keep
it real though. Both of those folks
are ya new bosses. If they'd do it
to their own family, what would they
do to you?

Suit 1, 2, and 3 stand in the rallying crowd.

SUIT 1
She already did it to us!

Anthony pushes through the crowd.

ANTHONY
Khalid, you need to stop!
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KHALID
Take a good look at this man, he
doesn't give a shit about you! He'll
stomp on your neck to get ahead!

ANTHONY
Ok, that's enough!

Anthony tries to grab the megaphone from Khalid, but Khalid
evades him. Khalid ducks and dodges Anthony's attempts at
tackling him down.

KHALID
It didn't have to be like this!

ANTHONY
What do you want, Khalid?

Both Anthony and Khalid are out of breath.

KHALID
I want an apology.

ANTHONY
An apology, for what? For making you
rich? For taking you from a job
dancing at toddlers birthday parties
and giving you a real job? For
giving you the exact life you've
been pretending to have for last how
many years? You should be thanking
me!

KHALID
Oh...thank you Anthony! My hero! My
savior...my cousin who my parents
wished were their son! How can I
ever repay you for building me up,
just to tear me down.

At that, Khalid throws the megaphone down at Anthony's feet
and walks away.
INT. INNOVATE TRENT'S OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER

Anthony storms back inside Trent's office, furious. Tehlani
and Trent roll back inside as well.

ANTHONY
What is wrong with him? I can't
believe he embarrassed me like that.
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TRENT COWLEY
Less for us to worry about.

ANTHONY
I just can't believe he did all of
that in front of staff. I looked
like an idiot!

TEHLANI
Can you blame him?

ANTHONY
What the hell is that supposed to
mean?

TRENT COWLEY
Oh, shoot.

TEHLANI
Well lets think Anthony—we
convinced him to quit his job, we
convinced him to use his social
media platform to boost the
awareness of the app, he traveled
all over California with us
promoting the brand, and then we
dump him right before the payoff.
I'm pissed off for him.

ANTHONY
Ohhh...I'm sorry, my memory must be
failing.
(to Trent)
Trent, was I the only one who took
this deal?

(back to Tehlani)
Oh, that's right, you did as well.
It's kinda hard to read just how
upset you are while you're shut up
in your new corner office, firing
white men, and living your best
life. Oh, yeah, the life, by the
way, that I built for you!

Tehlani face damn near flatlines after what he just said.

TEHLANT
Excuse you!

Trent picks up his phone, even though it wasn't ringing.
TRENT

Hello, there's been a flood? Oh my,
I'll be right there.
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Trent rushes out of the room.

ANTHONY
We wouldn't even be here right now
if it weren't for MY INVENTION. My
job. Your job. It's all because of
Xplore...Who created that app?

Anthony raises his hand.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
And this is how people thank me?

TEHLANI

You egotistical jackass. Vanessa was
absolutely right. It took you less
than a week. I got Xplore off the
ground! I gave us a game plan, I got
us money, I got us transportation.
That was ALL me, honey! Don't you
dare forget how much you needed me.

Finally, Anthony snaps.

ANTHONY
All you? Who got you into this
company? Who gave you a career? You
wouldn't have even had this job if
it weren't for me. All you are is
talk. You blame me for all of your
shortcomings—for holding you back
from finishing college, from
following your dreams. But if we're
being real, I'm not just the best
thing that's happened to you, I'm
the only thing.

Tehlani is stunned. She glares at Anthony apoplectic. He just
crossed the proverbial line.

TEHLANT
You know what. You're absolutely
right. I agreed to this deal, I
agreed to move out here with you,
and worst of all I agreed to marry
you. What the fuck was I thinking.

She turns to exit the room. Anthony realizes what he's done.
Shit. Tehlani opens the door to find Trent with his ear
pressed against it. Caught.
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TRENT
So—the flood is taken care of...
(tentatively)
Everything good?

Tehlani storms right past him.

TEHLANI
I quit.

TRENT
Oh—kay.

Trent looks at Anthony who is lost for words.

INT. BAR - NIGHT

Anthony, absolutely plastered, pours out his drunk, slobbery
soul.

ANTHONY
It's bullshit you know. I make this
app! Khalid gets real deal famous.
Tehlani gets her promotion. They get
what they want, but look at me.

Anthony stares at the BARMAN. Awkward.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Everything about you is amazing. You
should never, ever change.

Nikki, is seated beside him at the bar.

NIKKI
(to the barman)
I think that compliment was for me.

BARMAN
No ma'am. That's my compliment.

ANTHONY
Yea! Also, I gotta pee.

Anthony jumps out of his chair and immediately crashes to the
floor.

BARMAN
I'm closing his tab.

NIKKI
That'd be for the best.
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INT. ANTHONY'S APARTMENT - LATER
Nikki pulls Anthony's drunk ass into his apartment.

NIKKI
Come on now. You're too big to be
leaning on me.

ANTHONY
My bad. My bad.

NIKKI
Uh huh.

She pushes Anthony onto the couch and goes into his bathroom,
where she looks for some headache relief.

NIKKI (CONT'D)
Do you have Tylenol or something?

ANTHONY
Bottom left drawer.

Nikki brings Anthony some aspirin and a cup of water.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Thank you.

Anthony gulps it down like a dying man.

NIKKI
You cannot hold your liquor.

ANTHONY
Well, I must've looked cool while
not holding it.

NIKKI
Not at all.

ANTHONY
Then how'd I get you over here?

Anthony taps her nose with his index finger.

NIKKI
Pity.

ANTHONY
You sure it's not cause I'm cute.

Nikki smiles at Anthony and Anthony begins to lean in for a
kiss. He loses his balance and falls face first off the bed.



NIKKI
Yeah, you're so cute.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Anthony is laying in bed, looking sickly. Nikki puts a
compress on his forehead.

NIKKI
You're a terrible drunk.

ANTHONY
I got you into my bedroom.
Everything is going according to
plan.

Nikki laughs.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
So, why are you still here?

NIKKI
I already told you. Pity.

ANTHONY
No, I mean, why are you still...
around? What made you even take
interest in me? My thuggishly good
looks aside. You have a thing for
almost ex-husbands don't you?

Nikki laughs.

NIKKI
No. I guess I see a lot of me in
you.

ANTHONY

My estrogen levels have been a
little high.

NIKKI
No, silly. You felt lost. And that
was once me. Trapped in a
relationship that I knew was
destined to fail, but that I tried
to salvage, because I desperately
wanted love. But love holds no
tradition. It comes and goes in so
many different ways.

Anthony frowns.

82.
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ANTHONY
I have no idea what that even means.
(then)
So what did you do?

NIKKI
I listened.

ANTHONY
To?

NIKKI
Me. Hence the polyamory.
unconditional love is such a strange
concept. Most believe it means you
hold tighter. But more often than
not, it's about letting go.

Nikki's words hit Anthony hard. She's right. She packs up her
things and heads for the door.

ANTHONY
Wait. No sex?

He stumbles to his feet. Nikki walks straight up to him and
kisses him very unromantically. They break apart.

NIKKI
That was awful.

ANTHONY
Yeah, we'd never work.

NIKKI
Your saliva tastes really bad.

Anthony laughs.

ANTHONY
I gotta be honest. I could still use
some pity.

NIKKI
(smiling)
What did you have in mind?

ANTHONY
Platonic cuddling, and—

Anthony grabs the television remote, and a blanket.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
—Netflix?
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Smiling, Nikki plops onto the couch. Anthony joins her.

INT. CAR - LATER - SAME NIGHT
Tehlani and Vanessa pull up outside Anthony's apartment.

VANESSA
Go inside. Make him sign it. Leave.

TEHLANI
I'm going to talk to him first.

Vanessa shakes her head. Foolishness.

VANESSA
It's your choice.

Tehlani jumps out of the car and heads to Anthony's door. She
knocks. The door is opened by Nikki. Tehlani freezes in
disbelief.

NIKKI
Oh, hey.

There's an awkward pause.

NIKKI (CONT'D)
I know what this must look like but
nothing happened; he was drunk at
the bar, and I just brought him

here.

TEHLANI
Can you please just give these to
him?

Tehlani gives Nikki the divorce papers.

NIKKI
Yeah, of course.

TEHLANI
And these.

She hands over the keys to his apartment before walking away.

INT. VANESSA'S CAR - DAY

Tehlani hops back into the car, clearly on the verge of
tears. She won't let Vanessa see her face.
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VANESSA
Honey?

TEHLANT
Let's go.

The duo drive off.

INT. ANTHONY'S APARTMENT - THE NEXT MORNING

Rays of sunshine warm Anthony's face. He stretches out.
Nikki's on the other side of the couch.

ANTHONY
I'm going to be honest, from what I
can remember about last night, I may
have been a little less than smooth.

NIKKI
Yeah, maybe a bit.

Nikki pulls the divorce papers and keys from the shelf on the
bottom row of the coffee table and gives them to Anthony.

ANTHONY
Did she?

NIKKI
Last night.

ANTHONY

I need to go.
Nikki nods. Anthony grabs his keys and dashes out of the
house.
INT. CAR - DAY

Anthony's car speeds down the surface streets and peels onto
the highway on-ramp where he heads directly into—TRAFFIC.

ANTHONY
I FUCKING HATE LA!
EXT. TEHLANI'S APARTMENT - CONTINUOUS
Anthony runs up the steps and bangs on the front door.

ANTHONY
Tehlani? Tehlani, open up, please!
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Vanessa opens the door.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Whoa, you are so big.

VANESSA
You got the papers?

ANTHONY

I'm here to talk to my wife, not to
you, Thanos.

Anthony attempts to push past Vanessa. She face palms him and
pushes him back outside.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
I'm getting into this apartment
Vanessa. Even if it means I've got
to go through you.

VANESSA
Bring it.

Anthony war cries and charges at Vanessa, who, with the grace
of a matador, evades his charge and grabs him around the neck
putting him into a sleeper-hold.

ANTHONY
Let me go! Let me go!

Vanessa laughs as she rag-dolls Anthony around the apartment.

VANESSA
Do you even lift, bro?

Anthony's face turns purple. He's damn near ready to pass out

VANESSA (CONT'D)
Shhhh. Don't struggle.

Tehlani shows up at the door.

TEHLANT
Let him go, Vanessa.

Disappointed, Vanessa lets Anthony out her vice-lock. Anthony
gasps for air. He points at Vanessa.

ANTHONY
We'll call that a draw.

Vanessa walks off, leaving Anthony alone with Tehlani.
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ANTHONY (CONT'D)
(to Tehlani)
She's a menace.

Tehlani waits expectantly.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Tehlani, nothing happened last
night.

TEHLANI
It doesn't matter.

ANTHONY
I'm not lying. We didn't do
anything. Okay, she kissed me, but
that was disgusting, and I hated it.

Tehlani raises her eyebrows.

TEHLANI
Did you sign the papers?

ANTHONY
No, because I get it now. Nikki
helped me understand...

Tehlani's eyes flash.

TEHLANI
...50 it took another woman for you
to get it? That's great, Anthony.
You know, I would have preferred you
to have said you had sex with her.

Shit. Anthony's speechless.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
Do you have the papers?

Anthony pulls them out of his back pocket. They're crumpled
and ripped.

ANTHONY
I need a pen.

Vanessa pops out of nowhere and hands him a pen.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
(sarcastically)
Thanks.

Reluctantly, Anthony signs the papers and gives them to
Tehlani.
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TEHLANI
Thank you.

ANTHONY
Tehlani—

Tehlani closes the door. Anthony sits on the pavement by her
door. He can hear her sobbing, even through the door.
Defeated and battered, he doesn't try to move. He merely
breathes in this day of absolute heartbreak.

INT. AIRPORT - DAY

FOCUS ON: A TICKET. DESTINATION: BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA.
A FLIGHT ATTENDANT speaks.

FLIGHT ATTENDANT
Now boarding Group A. Now Boarding
Group A.

Tehlani tucks her ticket into her pocket. Her phone RINGS.
She reads Anthony on the caller ID and declines the call.

INT. ANTHONY'S OFFICE - DAY

Anthony throws his phone on the table. There's a *KNOCK* on
his office door.

ANTHONY
Come in.

SUIT 2, the same one Tehlani fired, walks inside.

SUIT 2
Hey there, neighbor!

ANTHONY
Neighbor? Weren't you fired?

SUIT 2
By your wife. But now since she's
gone, I'm back...with a promotion.
And—7I was cleaning out her office,
and found this. Thought you might
want it.

Suit 2 hands him a photo album of the trio at XPLORE EVENTS.
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SUIT 2 (CONT'D)
I've still got some killer ideas for
that spoon app whenever you're open.

ANTHONY
Get out.

SUIT 2
Okie dokie.

Anthony examines the photo album.

INT. FAMILY FUN HOUSE - DAY

Anthony bursts through the front door, still in his suit from
work. CHEESY MUSIC IS PLAYING LOUDLY THROUGH THE INTERCOM.

He looks around and sees Bucky B. sadly dancing with a group
of kids. Anthony moves kids out the way as he walks up to the
mascot.

ANTHONY
(yelling over the music)
Khalid! Look bro, I am so sorry for
everything I did. It was selfish,
self-centered and thoughtless to cut
you out like that.

Bucky B. stops dancing and looks at Anthony. A RANDOM KID
grabs Bucky B.

RANDOM KID
Hey! This is our time!

Bucky B. starts dancing again. Anthony sighs and joins in.

ANTHONY
Look, I know you don't want to talk
to me right now, but I've been
thinking about this; why don't we
just start our own company together?
You quit here, I quit Innovate.

Bucky B. takes off his head. SUIT 3 is the mascot, not
Khalid.

SUIT 3
(crying his ass off)
Oh my God, I thought I would never
get out of here. Thank you!
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AUNT FELICIA (O.S.)
(to Suit 3)
What are you doing? Put your head
back on, you're scaring the
children.

A kid cries out.

RANDOM KID
Oh my god! Bucky B. is white!

Suit 3 puts his head back on. Aunt Felicia approaches
Anthony.

AUNT FELICIA
Anthony baby, what are you doing?

ANTHONY
Making a fool out of myself.

AUNT FELICIA
Uh-huh. He ain't here. But I'll tell
you where to find him.

INT. THEME PARK - DAY

It's a combination of water park and arena with a slew of
water themed obstacles. If you're a swimmer, or a wrestler on
steroids, you'd love the place.

Anthony pays his fee and walks through the entrance. In the
distance, Khalid's hyping up a crowd of people in a nearby
pool.

KHALID
(microphone in hand)
What's good y'all! I appreciate you
having me out.

The crowd—dressed in red, white, & blue leotards, thongs,
and boxers like the American Gladiators of old, cheer.

KHALID (CONT'D)
Even though them folks over at
Xplore tried to get rid of me.
The crowd boos. Anthony winces.
KHALID (CONT'D)
But I'mma keep showing love to all
the XPLORER'S out there.

Cheers from the crowd once again.
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KHALID (CONT'D)
So let's hit the water and have some
fun!

The crowd around Khalid whoops and hollers while hopping into
the pool behind them. As everyone disperses for their fun,
the thinning of the crowd reveals Anthony watching the
spectacle.

ANTHONY
Hey, cuz.

Khalid immediately jumps in the pool.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Oh c¢'mon bruh, don't act like that.

Khalid hits Anthony with the middle finger. Dammit.
Exasperated, Anthony pulls off his shirt and shoes, then
dives in. Khalid starts swimming away as fast as possible.
Anthony gives chase.

Khalid pops out of the swimming pool, absolutely spent.
Anthony drags himself out of the water too.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Why...won't...you...just talk to me?

Khalid glares at Anthony. Then—

KHALID
HOO-HA-HA-HA-HOO-HA-HA-HA!

Everyone in the pool turns to Khalid. Immediately they chant
in unison.

THE CROWD
HOO-HA-HA-HA-HOO-HA-HA-HA!

The chanting crowd draws closer and closer. Anthony slowly
pulls himself out the pool, but he's completely surrounded.

KHALID
You want to talk to me? Then we do
it after the joooust.

The crowd whoops and hollers.

ANTHONY
What the hell is the joooust?

SHIFTY GUY FROM THE CROWD
No questions. Only joust!
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THE CROWD
JOousT, JOUST, JOUST!

ANTHONY
Okay! I'll joust. How bad can it be.

SMASH CUT:

Two pillars rise out of the pool with Khalid and Anthony
standing on them. Each of them has a giant cotton swab and
headgear.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
WHAT THE FUCK!

Khalid immediately smacks Anthony in the face. This damn near
sends Anthony off his pillar and into the water below. He
falls flat on the platform and clings onto it for dear life.
Khalid raises his swab over his head in celebration. The
crowd goes wild.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
Khalid, this is crazy! Why can't we
just talk like normal people!

KHALID
Shut up and fight!

Khalid swipes at Anthony's legs. Anthony leaps the attack and
smacks Khalid in the chest.

Khalid thrusts, but Anthony dodges. Anthony swings his cotton
swab right at Khalid's face, but misses. The crowd below them
cheer.

Anthony feints to the head but sweeps the ankles. Khalid goes
down, but he's still on the pillar. The crowd gasps.

Anthony tries to push him off with the end of the cotton swab
but Khalid holds on.

ANTHONY
This is stupid!

Khalid swings his leg around and knocks Anthony's swab from
his hands. He stands up on his pillar...POW! Khalid hits
Anthony dead in the chest and sends him flying off the pillar
into the water below. The crowd around them beat their chests
and cheer.

KHALID THE CROWD
HOO-HA-HA-HA-HOO-HA-HA-HA! HOO-HA-HA-HA-HOO-HA-HA-HA!
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Khalid jumps off the pillar and into the water. Anthony
floats to the lip of the pool. The crowd is cheering wildly.

THE CROWD (CONT'D)
KHALID, KHALID, KHALID, KHALID!

Anthony finally reaches the lip of the pool, and finds
Khalid's hand extended and waiting for him. Anthony takes it
and Khalid pulls him from the pool. Anthony listens to the
crowd. He's amazed by the response the crowd is giving to
Khalid.

ANTHONY
They love you.

KHALID
Yeah.

ANTHONY

This is what it was about.
Khalid nods his head.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
I get it...and I'm sorry. Khalid...

KHATLID
...If you say some mushy movie shit
to me, I'mma blast your shit again.

Anthony laughs. He then extends his hand.

ANTHONY
We good?
Khalid grabs it.
KHALID
Come on, man...we family.
ANTHONY
Listen, I have a proposition for

you.

INT. THE WINTER FAMILY HOME - MORNING

Tehlani, David, and KIM (60s), Tehlani's mother, all eat
breakfast together. Kim sets another waffle on her plate.

KIM
(whispering)
You feeling better honey?
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TEHLANT
I am. Thank you, Momma.

She kisses Tehlani on the forehead.

INT. INNOVATE BACKSTAGE - MORNING

Anthony and Trent watch the crowd as they gather in at the
side of the stage. It's packed.

TRENT COWLEY
How's it feel to get everything you
ever wanted?

ANTHONY
(jokingly)
A little lonely.

TRENT COWLEY
It always is.

Trent exits. Khalid walks up to Anthony.

KHALID
You ready to do this.

Anthony nods.

INT. TEHLANI'S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Tehlani's sitting on her bed with her laptop open. She thinks
for a moment before typing in a web address. A LIVE FEED pops
on screen.

ON STAGE:

Anthony walks into the limelight to applause. Press and
employees from Innovate are in attendance. Behind him, clips
from Anthony's XPLORE adventures play on a loop.

Anthony steps up to the podium and gestures for the crowd to
simmer down. He clears his throat. He looks up to see Trent,
in the balcony, giving him a thumbs up.

ANTHONY
I never thought in a million years
I'd see myself on a stage like this.
Sorry, that's a lie. I always knew
this would be possible. I always
knew that I didn't want to just work
for the man, but that I wanted to be
the man.

Khalid nods. Keep going.
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ANTHONY (CONT'D)
But with success, also comes
failure. And I'm standing here
today, in front of you all—a
failure. I've failed my family. I
failed my marriage. But I refuse to
be defined by these failures. And so
today, I will be stepping down as
the Executive Creative Director of
Innovate, effective immediately—

The crowd GASPS. Trent jumps out of his seat and rushes
downstairs.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
And will be starting a new business
endeavor with my cousin, Khalid.
Good luck to you all.

INT. THE WINTER FAMILY HOME - DAY

A look of shock covers Tehlani's face.

INT. KEYNOTE ADDRESS BACKSTAGE - DAY

Anthony heads off the stage into the back. Khalid daps him
up.

ANTHONY
Lets do it.

Trent runs up on both of them.

TRENT COWLEY
What do you think you're doing? You
understand Xplore is under our
control. You can't pull out on that.

ANTHONY
Sometimes to get what you really
need, you have to let go of those
things you really want.

Trent mulls it over.
TRENT COWLEY
Stop by my office next week so we
can talk.

ANTHONY
Will do.

* % % o X %
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Anthony walks away. Khalid extends his hand to Trent. Trent
reaches out to shake it, but Khalid immediately pulls back
his hand and jumps at Trent before following after Anthony.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
(to Khalid)
Aight, now we go see somebody
really, really big. And a little
scary.

INT. TEHLANI'S HOUSE - MORNING

Tehlani walks groggily into the kitchen to find Vanessa
eating at the kitchen table.

Tehlani stares.

TEHLANT
What are you doing here?!

Tehlani gives Vanessa a look.

VANESSA
I am here to get you dressed and
ready.

TEHLANT

For what?
Vanessa zips her mouth shut.

VANESSA
You'll see.

INT. RENTAL CAR - EVENING

Tehlani, all dolled up, is sitting in the passengers seat of
Vanessa's rental car. She gazes out of the window.

HER POV:

Forests as far as the eye can see, old shanty houses, cows
and chickens roosting outside a barn. It's rural but
beautiful.

TEHLANT
Vanessa, where are you taking me?
(then)
This better not be some crazy shit.
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VANESSA
Trust me. Whatever you think this
is, I promise you, it's not.

Tehlani continues to look out of the window.

EXT. DESOTO STATE PARK - DAY

The rental car pulls into a clearing, that is packed with
multiple cars. Tehlani's mouth hangs agape.

TEHLANT
What are we doing here? How do you
even know about—

Tehlani stops and stares at Vanessa.

TEHLANI (CONT'D)
No! No...take me home.

VANESSA
Tehlani, trust me. Trust me.

She smiles at her as Khalid appears from out of the clearing
and runs over to open Tehlani's door. Tehlani and Vanessa
step out of the car.

KHALID
Hey, gorgeous.

TEHLANI
Khalid, what is going on?

Khalid just smiles.

KHALID
You'll see.

EXT. PARK CLEARING - CONTINUOUS

Tehlani, Vanessa, and Khalid walk through the trees and into
the clearing, where we see a beautiful setup. Nikki stands at
the mouth of the clearing and ushers in Tehlani. A number of
family and friends sit in the middle of the park clearing.
Large lights surround a large stage, and standing on stage is
Anthony, who has a microphone in his hand. As Tehlani
approaches everyone gets to their feet.

ANTHONY
There she is!

Tehlani approaches Anthony cautiously.



TEHLANI
(whispering)
Anthony, what is going on?

Anthony smiles before addressing the crowd.

ANTHONY
I want to thank all of you for being
here today. Before we get started, I
have a couple of things I want to
get off of my chest. Tehlani—

98.

Tehlani looks into his eyes. The man she's known since she
was 7 years old.

Tehlani is taken aback by these pronouncements. Anthony

continues.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
You snore...Loudly. And I hate how
nothing you do is spur of the
moment. You always have to prepare.
Annoying.

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
You're a horrible sandwich maker;
And I absolutely despise your best
friend, it literally eats at my very
core to think that if you hadn't
saved me from her the other night
she could have killed me.

Tehlani grabs the mic.

TEHLANT
Well, you know what I hate? How you
sweat, even when it's in the low
60's. You also leave the toilet seat
up, and little pieces of your
stubble in the sink after you shave.
Yuck! And you're messy. You leave
every single article of clothing
you've ever worn in your life on the
floor.

The next few lines they say together into the mic.

ANTHONY
Yeah?

TEHLANT
Yeah.
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ANTHONY
Well you're critical.

TEHLANI
No, you're just sensitive.

ANTHONY
And morose.

TEHLANI
Because you're so aloof.

ANTHONY
And demanding.

TEHLANI
You're a workaholic!

Anthony stops. Tehlani is breathing heavily, but has a
relieved look on her face. I needed this.

ANTHONY
And we're just not meant to be
together. And I realize now, that
that's okay. I can't keep holding
you back from the life you want for
yourself. You deserve that. I don't
know if I'll ever stop putting my
work first. It's who I am. But I can
recognize that that doesn't mean you
need to follow me. I love you
Tehlani Winter, too much, to not let
you go.

Tears fall from Tehlani's eyes. This is the hardest moment of
her life.

TEHLANI
Thank you.

She hugs him with all of her strength. Khalid then approaches
with two sashes that say, "JUST DIVORCED". He slides them
over both Tehlani and Anthony's heads. The crowd claps as the
two wave out to them.

ANTHONY
ALRIGHT! I bought A LOT of booze for
this event.

The patrons cheer. We cut to various shots of patrons
partying. We see Khalid with his parents. Vanessa with
Deadra. Nikki with Marcus. Both Anthony, and Tehlani's
parents. All are happy about the event taking place.
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EXT. WATERFALL - NIGHT

Anthony stands by himself looking out at the waterfall. He is
approached by Tehlani. The two stand there for a while.
Tehlani reaches to her neck, unhooking her necklace. She
slides off Anthony's wedding ring, which is hanging from it,
takes his hand in hers, and places it in his palm. She then
takes off her wedding ring, and flings it into the water
below. Anthony looks at her shocked.

ANTHONY
I paid for that.

Tehlani shrugs.

TEHLANI
We're rich.

Anthony then looks at his ring, and follows suit, chucking it
into the water.

We pan down as they grab each other's hands. As we pull back
out, we see Tehlani and Anthony not as their 29 year old
selves, but as 12 year old kids before we...

FADE TO BLACK.



